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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, B.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London,” Code—5th 
Edition A.B.C., telephone number 12807 Central. A’ statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 51. 

The attention of British traders is directed to the Sample 
Room, where the following are on view, with other exhibits :— 


| Reference in “ Board 
e of Trade Journal,” 





Samples. 





Date. Page, 





Antimony refined at Wuchow 2nd July, 1908 | 35 

Cigar and Cigarette Holders made from Coquilho Nuts z 
grown in Brazil ; 25th June, _,, 662 

Bolts and Wire- -cutting ‘Pincers of German ‘make, ‘sold in 
Yokohama ... ist or ene ot ae a 

Native-made Woollens from Konia.. ...| 28th May, 

Paper Pulp manufactured in Trinidad from ‘ ‘ Megass ” 9 

Coffee produced in Angola ... ase one oot ew 

Artificial Silk manufactured at Padua iia eee ... 16th April, 

Raw Cotton from the Jordan Valley éee ose .. 9th 

Black Sand from the United States.. oe | 2nd ms 

Tannin Extract from Natal-grown Wattle Bark . ok a a 

Miner’s Lamp of German make, used in Brazil ... 26th Mar., 

Cotton Goods of German and Italian manufacture sold in 
Palestine... + ots one one eo. | 19th 

Raw Silk from Buenos Aires eee eee eee ove 9 

Petroleum from Commodoro Rivadavia .. ake ads “ 

Ramie (various) ote bee wind eee eee ove 9 

Rubber from Bogota .. ae wad nes oes oe | 12th 

Silk produced at Hochou _... une eve eee oe. |; Sth 

Kapok from Loanda ... wai _ - ~ a 20th Feb., | 

Cotton from Tunis... = os et om 6th ,, 297 





The following Special “Trade. Enquiry Offices are also at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of Canada and 
Queensland. Statements of the objects and work of these 
Enquiry Offices will be found on pp. 51-2. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


BRITISH INDIA: 
The South Indian Railway Company, Limited, are prepared to 
receive tenders for the supply of locomotive 
Railway Material. stores, comprising steel tyres, steel locomotive 
axles, locomotive duplicate parts, helical springs, 
brass boiler tubes, flexible buffers for carriages. Specifications and 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 

forms of tender may be obtained at the Company’s Offices, 91, York 
Street, Westminster, London, S.W. ‘Tenders should be addressed 
to the Chairman and Directors of the Company and marked 
‘* Tender for Locomotive Stores,” and must be delivered not later 
than noon on the 7th July. The Company are not bound to accept 
the lowest or any tender. A charge of 10s., which will not be 
returned, will be made for each copy of the specification. Copies 
of the drawings may be obtained at the office of Sir G. B. Bruce 
and White, 3, Victoria Street, S.W., on payment of 5s. per sheet. 


The Directors of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 
..,, are prepared to receive up to noon on the 14th 
a ggg re uly tenders for the supply of (1) steel 
otiancite material, (2) spring and ferrule steel, (3) lami- 
nated springs. The necessary tender forms, with specifications, 
may be obtained at the Company’s Offices, Gloucester House, 2, 3 
and 4, Bishopsgate Street Without, London, E.C., on payment of 
21s. each, which will not be returned. The Directors do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 


The Directors of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company are 
prepared to receive tenders for the supply of 
Railway Stores. the following stores, namely :—sponge cloths, 
Yorkshire iron, railway tickets, acid open hearth 
steel boiler plates, and straight axles: Specifications and forms of 
tender may be obtained at the Company’s offices, 48, Copthall 
Avenue, London, E.C., on payment of the fee for the specification, 
which payment will not be returned. ‘Tenders must be delivered 
in sealed envelopes, addressed to the Secretary, marked ‘ Tender 
for Sponge Cloths,” or as the case may be, not later than 11 a.m., 
on the 9th July. ‘The Directors do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender. | 





CANADA. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government Offices, 17, Victoria Street, 
London,. §.W., whence further information 
regarding them may be obtained :-— 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A Birmingham firm manufacturing all descriptions of weighing 
machines wish to get into touch with likely buyers in Canada. 

Enquiry has been received from a London oyster, fish and 
poultry merchant for the names of commission agents in Canada 
who might be prepared to represent him for the sale of Yarmouth 
red herrings in kegs of 75 lb. and 150 Ib. (gross) each; also white 
silvery herrings in similar packages. 


Commercial 
Enquiries. 
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CANADA-— continued. 


A Derbyshire firm desire to hear from Canadian producers and 
exporters of lead and copper (either in ore or manufactured), 
wolfram ore, tungsten metal, chrome ore, ferro chrome, titanium, 
manganese, strontia, cryolite, iron ore (good qualities) and pyrites ; 
also the various oxides, especially the red. 

A well-known London firm manufacturing stoneware, earthen- 
ware and china, drain pipes and sanitary appliances, architectural 
terra cotta, stoneware chemical apparatus, plumbago crucibles, water 
filters, art pottery, &c., desire to get into touch with Canadian 
buyers. 

Enquiry has been received from a Liverpool firm for the names 
of Canadian importers of basic slag for use as fertiliser. 

A London firm desire to get into touch with Canadian exporters 
of butter and cheese. 

Enquiry has been received from a Midlands firm for the names 
of Canadian steel producers, smelters of copper, nickel, lead and 
otber ores, fluoric acid makers and cement manufacturers who may 
be prepared to purchase supplies of high-grade fluorspar for fluxing 
and sulphur reduction in the basic open-hearth furnaces. They 
would also like to hear from Canadian manufacturers of glass who 
might require fluorspar, and from Canadian importers of English 
mining products. 

A London firm manufacturing electric cables wish to be placed 
in communication with parties in Canada who might be prepared 
to take up their agency. 

A London firm of manufacturing clothiers desire to extend their 
business connections with Canada, and would like to hear from 
buyers in the Dominion. 

Enquiry has been made by a London firm for the names of some 
Canadian lobster canners who may be desirous of appointing a 
United Kingdom representative. 

A Midlands manufacturer of boot polishes, dubbin, hoof ointment 
for horses and cattle, saddle soap, cvc., desires to appoint an agent 
to represent him in Canada. 

A London firm desire to get into touch with a good house in 
Canada (particularly British Columbia) exporting canned salmon. 


INDIAN ENQUIRY. 

A correspondent in India desires to get into touch with Canadian 
firms who may wish to increase their business connections with 
that country. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A commission agent in Montreal desires to hear from United 
Kingdom firms who may wish to be represented in Canada. 

A Nova Scotian correspondent desires to get into communication 
with a few good houses in London that handle apples. 
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CANA DA—continued. 


Enquiry has been received from a firm of manufacturers’ agents 
at Toronto for the names of United Kingdom manufacturers and 
exporters who may be prepared to appoint agents in the Dominion. 

A Winnipeg firm are desirous of being placed in touch with 
United Kingdom exporters of drugs, chemicals, pharmaceutical 
preparations, proprietary medicines, physicians’ specialities and 
druggists’ sundries, who might be prepared to consider the 
appointment of a Canadian representative. 

Enquiry has been made by a Canadian correspondent for the 
names of some United Kingdom firms who might be prepared to 
take over the patent rights in Great Britain for an improved sad 
iron for laundries, &c. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


* * * * 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
whence further information regarding them may be obtained :— 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London company possessing a large staff of travellers and 
an established export connection would be glad to act as agents 
for Canadian manufacturers of goods which could be sold to grocers. 

A London company manufacturing bone grease would be pleased 
to furnish quotations to Canadian buyers. 

A London firm wish to buy parcels of rolled oats and invite 
quotations, c.i.f., from Canadian producers, cash against documents. 

A Liverpool firm of timber merchants desire the addresses of 
Canadian importers of mahogany. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 


An important Montreal firm of engineers are prepared to repre- 
sent a British firm of high-speed engine builders, also the makers of 
high-class air compressing and refrigerating plant; and also high- 
class engineering specialities. 

A Canadian manufacturing company invite catalogues and 
quotations from United Kingdom manufacturers of pin, and hook- 
and-eye making machinery. 

A firm in Toronto report an opening for a veneering for old brick 
walls, of the description of ‘‘ Opalite,” ‘‘ Uralite,” and similar 
specialities, and would be glad to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers seeking business in the Dominion. 

An experienced salesman in Hamilton, who possesses United 
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CANADA— continued. 


Kingdom references, would be glad to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers of furniture seeking trade in the Dominion. 


Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


* * * % 


A firm of mechanical engineers in Worcester (England) are prepared 
to undertake, on royalty, the manufacture of 
rag ree sa patented articles, bes “ wood and metal 
a oe &e working machinery, motor car parts, agricul- 
a esi, he ’ tural machinery, pumps, valves, &c., and desire 
Firms to hear from Canadian patentees on the subject. 
They would attend to the sales also if desired. 
Communications in connection with this matter should be 
addressed to the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Worcester, 
England. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


Copies of the specifications and conditions relating to the supply of 
copper wire, copper binding tape and porcelain 
insulators, for which tenders are invited up to 
ett LR 5th August by the Deputy Postmaster-General, 
Sinaia Sydney (see pp. 531-2 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of llth June), have been received 
from the London Representative of the Australian Commonwealth 
(Capt. R. Muirhead Collins, C.M.G.). They may be inspected at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. Tender forms, specifications, &c., 
may be obtained at the Commonwealth Offices in London, 72, 
Victoria Street, S.W., where also preliminary deposits on tenders 
may be paid. 


Copper Wire and 
Binding Tape ; 





MALTA: 


Sealed tenders will be received at the Office of the Receiver-General 
and Director of Contracts, Valletta, up to 
Stoneware Pipes 1) am. on the 17th July for the supply of 

and Specials. = stoneware pipes and specials. ‘Tenders are to 
be accompanied by a deposit of 40/. to be made in the Office of 
the Crown Agents for the Colonies, Whitehall Gardens, London, 
S.W., by tenderers residing in Great Britain, not having a repre- 
sentative in Malta, and in the Office of the Receiver-General, 
Valletta, by local tenderers. The tenderer whose offer is accepted 
shall be held to have bound himself to an agreement, and may be 
compelled to carry out the obligations arising from his tender, 
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even though he may not have signed a formal contract. Contract 
fees are to be paid. by the contractor. The Government does not 
bind itself to accept the lowest or any tender. Particulars, speci- 
fication, &c., may be obtained on application at. the Receiver- 
General’s Office, Valletta, or to the Crown Agents for the Colonies, 
London. 





RUSSIA. 


Railway Plant = <4. notice on p. 3l. 


and Construction. 





NORWAY: 

H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond-Hay) reports 
that the Norwegian Army authorities have issued 
Cloth. a call for tenders* for the supply of 5,000 
metres of ‘“‘semi-woollen shirt-cloth,” 72 centi- 
metres wide and weighing from 210 to 215 grammes. It may be 
supplied in a width of 144 centimetres, in which case only 2,500 
metres will be required. ‘Tenders, marked ‘‘ Skjortelerred,” are to 
be delivered to Generalintendanten Armeens Depot, Christiania, 

by 10 a.m. on the 15th July. 

The conditions of tender (in Norwegian) and a sample of the 
material required may be inspected by British manufacturers on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





GERMANY. 
H.M. Consul at Stettin (Mr. R. Bernal) has forwarded the 


| following notes on openings for British trade there :— 


An increasing number of manufactured articles of British origin 
British Goods 9° exposed for sale in Stettin; unfortunately 
only a few of the better class shops deal in these 
on Sale. articles, the principal of which are tweeds, 
cashmeres and other similar cloths, felt hats, umbrellas, gloves, 
travelling rugs, soaps, scents, preparations for the toilet, boot 
polishes, some few silver articles and high-class writing paper from 
a well-known mill in Kent. In the past year, apparently for the 
first time, small leather artizles were to be seen in saddlers’ shops. 
The demand for athletic and similar goods (principally for tennis 
and football) is evidently on the increase, in addition to the 
several dealers already importing these articles, one shop now 
deals exclusively in them. Mackintoshes, formerly almost 
unknown, are now frequently to be seen, and it is probable that 
when they become known a good sale may be found for them. 





* Apart from the usual Customs duties a preference of from 10 to 15 per cent. is 
given to Norwegian manufacturers. In all cases of Norwegian Government con- 
tracts it is obligatory that a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in 
Norway, and be responsible to the Government, but it is not necessary for the 
agent to be a Norwegian firm. 
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GERMANY —continuei. 


The prices charged for writing paper and envelopes are considerably 
in excess of those paid in the United Kingdom 
Writing Paper. for similar or even superior qualities ; these are 
usually sold in cardboard boxes containing 
100 sheets and envelopes. The Consul compared a sample of paper 
sold in Stettin (blue tinted, to imitate linen) costing 2 marks 
530 pf. (2s. 54d.) per box and found it identical (in appearance) 
with some retailed in the United Kingdom at 1s. 8d. for the above 
quantity. Should the import duty of 12 marks per 100 kilos. 
(6s. 1d. per cwt.) on paper and envelopes in cardboard boxes not 
prove prohibitive it should not be found difficult to introduce 
many makes other than the one now selling there ; but it would be 
necessary to deal direct with the retailers. 





SPAIN. 


The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid” of 13th June contains a copy of a notice 
inviting tenders for the supply of dredging 
Dredging. materials or the execution of dredging works in 
the Port of Huelva. Tenders will be received 
up to 2 p.m. on 14th October at the Junta de Obras del Puerto, 
14 Calle Vazquez Lopez, Huelva. A deposit of 60,000 pesetas 
{about 2,105/.) will be required ifthe tender is for the execution of 
the work, and 5 per cent. of the value if the tender is for the 
supply of the material. The former deposit must be raised to 
300,000 pesetas (about 10,5261.) by the successful tenderer and the 
latter to 10 per cent. of the value. A term of six years will be 
allowed for the execution of the dredging work, if that is contracted 
for, and payment will be made at the rate of 500,000 pesetas (about 
17,5441.) annually. The dredging material for which tenders are 
invited alternatively includes one rotary dredger, four barges and 
one suction pump. Local representation is necessary. 


The ‘‘ Gaceta”’ of the 23rd June announces a call for tenders for 

the supply to the Junta de Obras del Puerto of 

Steam Cranes.  Gijon-Musel of two steam cranes of three tons 

capacity fur the wharves of the port. ‘T'enders 

will be opened on the 27th July at the offices of the Junta de 

Obras del Puerto, Calle de Rodriguez San Pedro, Gijon-Musel. 

The upset price is 44,850 pesetas, and a deposit of 1,346 pesetas 
will be required. Local representation is necessary. 


The ‘‘Gacetas,” which contain copies of the conditions’ and 
forms of tender, may be seen by British firms on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


According to a notice in the “ Oesterreichischer Zentral-Anzeiger ” 
Machinery of 25th June, the Hungarian State Railways 
are prepared to receive tenders for the necessary 
machinery for a timber-impregnating plant to be erected near 
Arad. The machinery must be similar to that already in use in 
the impregnating plant at Nagyenyed. Tenders must be sent in 
to the “ Bau und Bahnerhaltungsabteilung der Direktion der Kg}. 
Ungarischen Staatsbahnen,” in Budapest (vi. Teréz-kérait 56), 
before the 18th July, 1908. A deposit equal to 5 per cent. of the 
amount of the tender will be required. 
The conditions, which contain a short description of the 
machinery required, can be procured, upon payment of 5 kronen, 
from the ‘:Zentralplanarchive der Staatsbahndirektion,” Teréz- 


kérait 56, Budapest. 





TURKEY (BAGDAD). 


The following notes on some of the principal articles of import 
at Bagdad have been received from the Acting British Consul- 
General there (Captain McPherson) :— 


The trade in woollen fabrics fell off nearly 73 per cent. during 
Sieiieaid 1907 in consequence of the stoppage of the 
Cotton Goods Persian pilgrims from entering Mesopotamia. 

‘ The imports of the better sorts of broadcloth 
from the United Kingdom were small, bet cloth with an admixture 
of cotton and imitation woollens from Germany and Austria-Hun- 
gary found a good market owing to their very low price. The 

trade in cotton piece-goods in 1907 showed an incr?2ase of over 87 

per cent. The improvement was chiefly due to a desire on the 

part of the importers to hold a large stock before the raising of the 

Customs duty from 8 to 11 per cent. Indian piece-goods showed 

an advance of over 102 per cent. on the quantity supplied in 1906, 

and in the latter half of the year offered a better margin of profit 

than those of Manchester, the prices of which appear to have been 
high at the place of production during the greater part of the year. 

Though transactions in this class of goods were large they proved 

in most cases a heavy loss to the importers. In consequence of the 

insecurity prevailing throughout Persia the trade with that country 
proved most unsatisfactory. Large stocks were on hand both in 

Bagdad and up-country markets at the close of the year. 


Dry colours are being increasingly employed in house decorations. 
Greens, blues, reds, and yellows are the colours 


Colours. most in demand. 
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TURKEY (BAGDAD)—continued. 


There was a decline of over 74 per cent. in the imports of hard- 

ware in 1907, principally due to the large 

Hardware. stocks held over from 1906 and a generally dull 

market. The imports from India show a 

decided improvement and consisted chiefly of tawas, buckets, and 
cheap wrought-iron water piping. 


The trade in leather made a further advance and the quantity 
Siti imported in 1907 was ‘tmore than three times 

a Sh , greater than that entered in 1906. France and 

Boots ‘an _ Germany practically hold the monopoly of the 
trade. Belgium is making an effort to share in it. The demand 
for European styles of shoes and boots is rapidly increasing. 
Locally made shoes range in price from 5s. to 10s. per pair and 


boots from 6s, 8d. to 15s. 


The use of beers and spirits is steadily on the increase and the 
quantity imported in 1907 was nearly double 
that of 1906. American and German beers of 
light quality are in demand. Whiskies and 
brandies of all grades are indulged in increasingly. Light wines 
have only a limited sale. 


Beers and 
Spirits. 


Swedish matches continue to hold the market. The imports 


increased by 50 per cent. in 1907 and good 
Matches. prices were obtained. 


The trade in medicines and drugs is becoming important. The use 
a of native drugs usually imported from India is 
Meticines an falling off, while European medicines and drugs 
Drags. are being more largely taken. Theimports from 
Europe have quadrupled during the year 1907. The greater por- 
tion came from France and Germany and in a lesser degree from 
the United Kingdom. 


The demand for copper was maintained in 1907 and_ imports 

showed an increase of about 5 per cent. Prices 

Metals. were high and generally followed home prices. 

Business in all sorts of iron is said to have been 

brisk, but profits were small. ‘There was an increase of 9 per cent. 

in the imports of the metal. The greater part of the imports consisted 

of Swedish iron. Prices ranged from 14l. 10s. to 151. 5s. per ton. 
British rod iron fetched 117. to 111. 10s. per ton. 


The paper trade has again shown an improvement, the imports 
from Europe during 1907 having risen 3,7881. 
in value, an increase of over 40 per cent. as 
compared with the preceding year. The in- 
crease in the local boot: and shoe trade and in the manufacture of 
cigarettes are responsible for this rapid advance. 


Paper and 
Stationery. 
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TURKEY (BAGDAD)—continued. 


The imports of soap advanced 78 per cent. in 1907 as compared 
with the imports for 1906. The use of Euro- 
Soap. pean soap is coming more and more into favour 
and all classes of soap from the cheapest to the 
highest qualities are being imported. 





BRAZIL. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of Brazil for 24th May contains a copy of a 
notice inviting tenders for the supply to the 
Linen Mail-Sacks. Postal Authorities of 16,000 green and yellow 
linen sacks for carrying mails. The sacks are 
to measure 1°20 by 0°80 m., 1:00 by 0°60 m., 0°80 by 0°50 m., and 
0°50 by 0°40 m., 4,000 of each kind being required. Prices should 
be stated per thousand in Brazilian currency. A deposit of 500 
milreis (about 311.) will be required to qualify tenders, which should 
be received: in the Directoria Geral dos Correios, Rio de Janeiro, 60 
days after the publication of the present notice in the “ Diario.” 
The deposit must be increased to 10 per cent. of the value by the 
successful tenderer. Local representation is believed to be practi- 
cally necessary in order to tender for Brazilian Government 
contracts. 
The ‘“ Diario” may be seen by British makers on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the myers of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall apeet, London, E.C. 





COLOMBIA. 


The ‘ Diario Oficial” of Colombia for 16th May, 1908, contains 

Telephone copies of decrees granting concessions to Sefior 

= en a Enrique. Drescos, of Perreira (Department ot 

! Caldas), and the Bucaramanga Gold and General 

Mining Company, Limited, and Francia Gold and Silver Company, 

Limited, for the construction of telephone lines, the former from 

Perreira to his property El Tablazo, and the latter between the 

places named La Tronadora, Francia, Vetus, La Baja, and Libertador 
in the Province of Soto (Department of Santander). 





PERSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Bunder Abbas (Lieut. C. H. Gabriel), writing on 
the trade in cotton piece-gools at that port in 

. Loken 1907, states that the depression of 1906 was 
Piebe-g00ds ; followed by a brisk demand during the past 
Fara, ang twist. year. The United Kingdom supplied piece- 
goods of-all kinds to the value of 105,816. as against 57,2611. in 
the previous year. India showed a slight decrease from 24, 7481, 
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to 24,7117. Russian prints of 24 inches wids enjoyed. a. limited 
sale at 1 kran (4$d.) per yard and increased from 3,190l.. to 
5,9121.; these are mostly coloured designs on a red ground and 
are used by Persian women of the peasant class for making under- 
clothing. 

There was a greatly increased demand during 1907 for cotton 
and jute yarns, the United Kingdom and India jointly showing an 
increase from 67,4231. to 103,7961. 


CHINA. 


The following notes on certain articles imported into Canton 
have been received from H.M. Consul-General at that. port (Mr. 
R. W. Mansfield, C.M.G.):— 


The imports of cotton goods and yarn during 1907 amounted to 
PEERS To a value of about 660,0000., an increase of some 
a Y 54,0007. as compared with the preceding year, 
ee nearly the whole of which is covered by white 
shirtings. Grey shirtings show a small improvement. The high 
rate of exchange ruling during the greater part of the year was 
greatly in favour of foreign ‘Imports. The “slump” in silver 
towards the close curtailed business, and its effect will doubtless 
be shown in next year’s figures. 





As usual woollens are insignificant, and have dropped 20 per cent. 

in value in 1907. Itis difficult to believe that 

Woollens. this branch of trade has any expansion to look 

forward to in this hot climate.. The Chinese 

even in the north have no belief whatever in the hygienic 
properties of woollen fabrics. 


Canton took in 1907 a value of 39,0901. in foreign medicines, 
mostly patent, and of 100,000/. in native 


Medicines. medicines. 


If merely a coincidence, it is curious that concurrently with the 
diminution in the consumption of opium the 





Wines and ; ane 
med import of foreign wines and spirits increased by 
an some 20,0001. - 
EXHIBITION. 
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY, 


HM. Consul-General at Budapest (Mr. F. S. Clarke) has forwarded 
a copy of the regulations and agenda of the 


‘ rer wine fourth International Dairy Congress to be held 
peed Pres chp in Budapest in the month of June, 1909. 


Applications for membership must be sent, 
with a fee of 10 kronen, to the General 
Secretary of the Orgenisation Committee, Dr. Stephen Koerfer, 


at Budapest. 
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Exhilntion. 


eee 


V. Orszaghaztér 11, Budapest, before the Ist May, 1909. A 
national cattle show and an international dairy-industrial exhibi- 
tion will be held in connection with the Congress. 

The regulations and agenda may be consulted at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 








BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Stettin—H.M. Consul at Stettin (Mr. R. Bernal) writes :— 

‘“A considerable number of British firms have applied to 
this Consulate for the names of suitable persons to act as 
agents. It is frequently a matter of difficulty to find a person 
with a knowledge of the trade which it is desired to further, 
or sufficiently acquainted with English—and the selection of the 
most suitable person is often a matter of chance. (German firms 
usually obtain names of agents from one of the Information 
Bureaux, of which there are several in Stettin, and in all German 
towns of any importance ; these offices (called Auskunfteven) can 
at the same time give the necessary details respecting the financial 
standing of the persons they recommend. Reliable information on 
this important point is scarcely to be obtained from any other 
source. 

“T must draw attention to the fact that but few trade and 
technical journals are sent to this Consulate. These publications 
are to be ‘found in most Consulates in distant countries, but they 
would be of assistance to all Consuls in keeping in touch with 
improvements, inventions, changes, &c., taking place in the 
United Kingdom, with which a Consul, through long residence 
abroad, becomes necessarily unfamiliar. ‘This is especially the 
case in towns like Stettin, where there are no British firms from 
whom suggestions for the furtherance of our trade can be 
gathered.” 


Aleppo—H.M. Consul at Aleppo (Mr. H. Z. Longworth), 
writing on the subject of British trade in that district, remarks 
that competition is: becoming keener from year to year, but that 
no anxiety need be felt as regards cotton and woollen goods 
so long as British manufacturers hold the exceptional position 
of having the native buyers at their doors. The home producers of 
other goods, however, should send commercial travellers and adopt 
the Continental methods of dealing with local importers. The 
Consul adds that British origin of goods is an accepted guarantee 
of superiority, and thinks there is no reason why, with due cheap- 
ness, British manufacturers should fail to find a large and ready 
sale in that market, be the articles under ironmongery, cutlery, 
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haberdashery, confectionery, grocery, stationery, or any other 
category. 

The British Vice-Consul at Mersina (Mr. T. Loiso) reports that 
the imports of manufactured goods into Adana from Germany, 
which formerly were considerable owing to the long credits granted 
by the German sellers and the low prices, are now gradually dimi- 
nishing, as the goods supplied were found by the consumers to be 
inferior in quality. British goods are now preferred, and their 
import into the vilayet is progressing. 


Crete.—The British Vice-Consul at Canea (Mr. E. C. Wyldbore 
Smith) has forwarded the following notes on the prospects of 
developing British trade with Crete :— 

From statistics which it has been possible to obtain from the 
Custom-houses at Canea, Candia and Rethymo, the value of British 
trade in 1907 was 43,342/., the imports amounting to 27,5651. and 
the exports to 15,7771. 

It is now, when it is evident that the purchasing power of the 
inhabitants is improving, that British traders should be on the 
look-out not only to maintain their quota of. the trade but to in- 
crease it. As has been urged over and over again, British trade 
will continue to be severely handicapped so long as British firms 
do not send competent travellers, able to make themselves 
understood and provided with a plentiful stock of patterns, thus 
following the example of their German, Italian, and Austro-Hun- 
garian rivals. These travellers, who should come (say) once a year, 
could thus see for themselves the state of the market, the type of 
article most in demand, and the price at which it is sold, and thus 
be in a position to provide for their clients not what they may 
desire to sell, but what their clients wish to buy. 

British commercial houses must understand clearly that it is not 
sufficient for them to obtain the names of local firms interested in 
their particular line of business and then flood them with their 
catalogues, in which the measurements are in yards and inches or 
the weights in cwt. and lb., while the prices are quoted in pounds, 
shillings, and pence, all of which are most probably incomprehen- 
sible to the small dealer. The result is that the client, though 
quite willing to deal with British firms, turns to a catalogue from 
(say) a German firm, where he will probably find exactly what he 
wants, quoted in his own language or under such commercial 
synonyms as he is acquainted with, and where, moreover, the 
weights and measurements are given in accordance with the metric 
system and the prices in decimal coinage, all of which he can 
understand. It is little wonder that such a dealer places his cus- 
tom with the house which is so evidently desirous of adapting 
itself to his wishes. 

The language generally spoken in Crete is modern Greek, but 
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Italian, French, and sometimes English, are permissible for com- 
mercial correspondence. 

An analysis of. the Cretan import trade clearly proves that the 
Cretan market provides an excellent opportunity for British enter- 
prise, inasmuch as the United Kingdom is interested in the 
majority of headings into which the imports are divided, but not 
to a sufficiently important degree. 

The important imports of British origin are cotton and woollen 
textiles, handkerchiefs, rice, codfish, smoked herrings, soda and 
coal. In every one of these headings, however, the active compe- 
tition of German, Italian and Austro-Hungarian firms is making 
itself felt, and unless British firms show more energy in combating 
their active rivals, they will gradually be driven out of this market. 

Crete is showing signs of a gradual recovery from the terrible 
distress which was the inevitable result of the insurrection of 
1895-7: The inhabitants appear to be slowly retrieving a portion 
of their fallen fortunes and are certainly in a position to spend 
more money. This fact is proved by the remarkable rise in the 
value of the imports and exports during 1906 (the latest year for 
which, as yet, any statistics have been’ compiled) as compared with 
previous years. 

Another favourable sign of renewed prosperity is the rebuilding 
of the houses which have been in ruins since the disturbances of 
eleven years ago, as. well as the construction of new ones. The 
result of these building operations will be an increased demand for 
iron girders, bars; tools, locks, tiles, zinc and furniture, especially 
of a light and inexpensive descr iption. 


Bunder Abbas.—H.M. Consul at Bunder Abbas (Lieut. C. H. 
Gabriel) has forwarded the following remarks on the trade of that 
district and on opportunities for its development :— 

No improvement with regard to the disturbed conditions pre- 
vailing in the districts of Southern Persia was recorded during the 
year 1907. The. caravan tracks to the interior were never free 
for any lengthy period from the-presence of bands of robbers, who 
took advantage of the existing political agitation to commit with 
impunity every kind of depredation and excess. The general 
result was disastrous for trade and more especially affected the 
exports of the country’s natural produce. Thus, while the total 
trade of the port in 1907 showed an increase of 54,6541. as com- 
pared. with the diminished trade of the previous year, this was 
entirely due to increased imports, exports having fallen off still 
further from the substantial decrease reported in 1906. This unsatis- 
factory state of affairs. was aggravated by the total failure of the 
harvest, due to absence of rain. At the port itself much has been 
done to improve the conditions under which the local trader formerly 
conducted business. The petty taxes on merchandise levied by 
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the local authorities were nattentied at tie beginning of the year, 
while the charges exacted for the porterage of goods through: the 
customs and delivery to consignees were revised and reduced: to 
two-thirds of their former amount. A more general knowledge 
of the customs regulations has done much to allay irritation which 
in the past was too often evident between consignees and the 
customs authorities. 

The United Kingdom and India supplied a largely increased 
percentage of the imports in 1907, their respective shares amount- 
ing to 39°8 and 384 per cent., a total of 78:2 per cent. of the 
whole import trade, as compared with 55°9 per cent. in 1906. 
Germany's figures (3°5 per cent.) show a decrease as compared 
with 1906 (8-9 per cent.), and there is reason to. believe that if the 
customs authorities paid more attention to checking consignees’ 
declarations as regards the country of origin of goods, Germany’s 
participation in the import trade would not amount to more than 
half the figure now disclosed. Russia’s interests in imports was: 


infinitesimal (1°6 per cent.), but showed a slight advance on the. 


previous year (1‘0 per cent). 


Large numbers of letters are received at the Consulate from 


business firms desirous of opening up communication with reliable 
Persian merchants, with a view to the introduction of appliances 
and articles more or less in demand in civilised countries. Jt may 
be said at once that in the present backward state of this part of 
the country, the absence of roads, sanitation, or houses other than 
those constructed of mud or brick, and the prevailing ignorance 
regarding the most elementary kinds of machinery, most of such 
applications are premature. In any case it is necessary to exercise 
extreme caution in opening business relations with Persian traders, 
as their trade customs too often allow a latitude from which it 
becomes easy to merge into fraudulent bankruptcy, or to refuse to 
meet acceptances. There are in the town some 40 or 50 British 
Indians, representatives of native traders.in Karachi and Sind. 


These sell goods on credit to Persian tr aders. and derive profits: 


therefrom which more than compensate them for losses continuall 
sustained by reason of absconding debtors. The British-Indian 
traders, however, are obliged to order their consignments through 
the medium of Karachi business houses, which course involves a 
delay of some months in delivery. In the meantime the market 
may decline, in which case the goods remain on hand or have to be 
disposed of at aloss. The erection of a bonded warehouse by a 
wholesale firm dealing in sugar, tea, piece-goods, &c., would, be 
welcomed by the British trading community and conld scarcely 
fail to be remunerative. In this connection it may,be said that the 
Persian customs regulations permit of the establishment of such 
warehouses. | 

Rates for transport were much influenced from time to time 


—_e—eeee 
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by the reported presence of marauding bands on the principal 
caravan routes. ‘l'his was especially noticeable in December, when, 
caravan traffic having been paralysed for two months, large 
accumulations of goods were awaiting transport, and as a result 
competition between forwarding agents to secure available trans- 
port animals tended to force rates up. 


Peru.—H.M. Consul-General at Callao (Mr. L. J. Jerome), 
writing on the subject of British trade with Peru, states that 
the class of goods imported for general consumption is identical 
with that usually imported into the rest of Spanish America. 

Lima is visited by many commercial travellers, British, American, 
and German. They are subjected to no particular difficulties, but, 
when visiting Peru for the first time, should be recommended to a 
well-known house for the purpose of surety in custom-house 
entrance and clearance of samples. 

The great economical disturbance which has so much affected 
the United States during the latter end of 1907, and which was 
felt in Mexico as well as in nearly all parts of the world, has so 
far been almost unperceived in Peru, but that was to a certain 
extent to be expected, as Pern has not reached the industrial 
development of Mexico, and although the country is being deve- 
loped its development is not along speculative lines. Even the 
great fall in the price of copper, while undoubtedly causing a con- 
siderable diminution in profits, did not bring about the closing 
down of the great copper mines in the Cerro de Pasco district. 

The British Vice-Consul at Mollendo (Mr. J. Golding) is of 
opinion that the commercial development both of Bolivia and Peru 
is a matter which should be carefully watched by all interested in 
British trade. At present Mollendo is the only port of any 
importance on the Pacific side for the northern parts of Bolivia, 
and it is much to be regretted that the facilities there are so 
inadequate. It is true that at some future date the Arica-La Paz 
Railway will be an accomplished fact, but it is highly improbable 
that this will affect the trade through Mollendo for some years to 
come. Apart from the mining development, which has been very 
marked during the last two years, commercial activity 1s on the 
increase, and the demand for manufactured articles of practically 
all classes is correspondingly high. British manufacturers would 
do well to pay far more attention to these countries than they 
have been doing the last few years ; in proportion to their interests 
they are not represented to the same extent as their German and 
American competitors. 

Mining operations show a satisfactory improvement both as 
regards Peru and Bolivia. ‘‘ Here again,’ Mr. Golding remarks, 
+» American capitalists are more deeply involved than those of any 
other country, apparently with justification; British financial 
houses would do well to take a greater and more intelligent 
interest in this particular zone of South America.” 
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Canton.—H.M. Consul-General at Canton (Mr. R. W. Mansfield, 
C.M.G.), has forwarded the following observations on the trade of 
that port during the year 1907, and on openings for foreign 
enterprise :— 

“In view of the extremely gloomy reports on the depression of 
trade in the neighbouring port of Hong-Kong only some 80 miles 
distant, it comes as a surprise to find that the net trade of Canton 
for the year 1907 shows a very substantial increase. F'rom 
15,905,539. for the year 1906 it has risen to 16,864,7301., and the 
difference is not in any way due to fluctuation in exchange as is 
often the case. (The average value of the Haikuan tael in which 
the Customs figures are given was 3s. 3d., while in 1906 it was 

3id.). Nor can it be attributed to the unhealthy inflation of 
the import trade caused by the failure of the rice crops and the 
consequent import of rice, for less rice by a value of 664,570/. was 
imported than in 1906. The increase is entirely in exports. It 
is to a limited extent also accounted for by a new valuation, 
generally higher, adopted by the Customs for 1907. Towards the 
end of October came the financial panic in the United States, 
which, coming simultaneously with the almost unprecedented drop 
in silver, completely demoralised trade, especially imports. It is 
in the figures for 1908 that the full effect of these occurrences will 
be seen. , 

“For many years trade at Canton has continued to expand. 
Its situation within easy distance of Hong-Kong, the gate of 
China, its great wealth and teeming population, and the grand 
system of waterways in which it is situated, have from the 
beginning indicated it as the great distributing centre of the 
southern trade. Everybody interested in trade in China will 
recognise the vast superiority of the Cantonese in intellect, business 
capacity and initiative over all the other natives of the country. 
China is now passing through a phase of her national existence in 
which her great desire is to dispense with the services of the 
foreiyner and be all sufficient herself for her own wants. The 
desire is laudable enough, but she has still much to Jearn and the 
future will teach her that when she has learned all that foreigners 
can teach there will still be many directions in which she can 
profitably exchange her surplus products and manufactures for 
those of foreign countries. This transition phase is much in 
evidence in Canton. Factories, provided with foreign machinery, 
for the production of singlets and socks, silk queue strings, Port- 
land cement, glass, cigarettes, &c., and many other schemes for the 
production by machinery of other necessaries are in the air. 

‘Many mistakes are doubtless being made, foremost among 
them being that of under-capitalisation, but progress is visible in 
every direction, and the completion of the Canton, Hankow and 
Canton-Kowloon Railways should bring about a vast expansion of 
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trade. It is a matter of surprise that with the very patent demand 
for modern labour-saving machinery our great manufacturers 
should for the most part confine themselves to circulars and cata- 
logues and enquiries of their Consuls for agents to push their 
wares, Such efforts I say emphatically are useless. The one and 
only method is to send out practical men to study the wants of the 
Chinese, explain the nature and capacity of their machines, quote 
definite laid down prices, and later on exhibit samples in actual 
work. Other nations are preparing to do this and if the British 
manufacturer does not want to be left out in the cold he must 
follow suit. The Chinaman, especially the Southerner, has in him 
the making of an excellent mechanic. I have often been astonished 
to observe how rapidly he assimilates the necessary knowledge for 
working and keeping in order the most complicated machines. 
The centres from which manufacturers should work on the above 
lines are Tientsin, Shanghai, Hankow, and Canton, and nowhere, 
I believe, are prospects brighter than in this city. 

“The import of railway material for the Canton-Hankow Rail- 
way has amounted in value to some 100,000/. during the year 
under review. The line seems now well under way and over 20 
miles are already open. Hitherto owing to the uncertainty caused 
by bickering among the shareholders it has appeared a somewhat 
risky business to touch. Matters now seem to have reached a more 
satisfactory stage, and our manufacturers should endeavour to reap 
the advantage.” 





COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS AND PROSPECTS OF THE 
EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


The Annual Report on the East Africa Protectorate for 1906-7, 
recently published by the Colonial Office,* gives the following 
particulars of the commercial conditions and prospects of the 
Protectorate :— 

The results of the past year augur well for the future of the 
trade of the lrotectorate. Both imports and exports show a 
satisfactory and steady increase. The net trade of the Protectorate 
has practically doubled within the last four years, and considering 
that it only started 12 years ago, the figure of 1,057,000/., repre- 
senting the net trade of the Protectorate for the year, shows that 
rapid progress has been made. In the total is included the trade 
of the neighbouring Protectorate of Uganda and the German 
Lake Ports, from which hitherto most of the exports are derived. 

Of the indigenous products which are looked to with the most 
confidence as important factors in the commercial future of the 





* Colonial Reports (Annual), No. 557. [Cd. 8729-21. ] 
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country, rubber and fibre may be considered the most important. 
Several concessions for rubber have been given out and rubber 
plantations have been started, whilst two of the fibre concessions 
are working with new machinery, and machinery has been ordered 
for others. 

The experimental introduction of wool-bearing sheep promises 
well, the shipments of wool already made being very favourably 
reported on; sheep, both native and imported, thrive well in the 
splendid grazing areas on the Uplands, and the improvement of 
the indigenous breed of sheep has been attended with marked 
success. The improvement of the breed of indigenous cattle by 
crossing them with imported bulls has been extremely successful, 
and it is anticipated that at no distant date East Africa will 
become a large producer of dairy produce, for which industry a 
large area in the highlands is eminently adapted, owing to the fact 
that for the greater part of the year there is a sufficient supply of 
green succulent herbage to maintain a full supply of milk. 

The pig industry is one to which much importance is attached ; 
a factory is about to be started, and it is hoped that before long it 
will not only supply the local market, but export largely to out- 
side markets. The Government are paying particular attention to 
this project, as it is one which will greatly help the smaller farmer. 

Another industry which is likely to become an important asset 
to the country is the domestication and breeding of ostriches. 
There is a large number of wild birds in the Protectorate producing 
a feather which compares very favourably with the average feather 
grown in South Africa, and the Government have given permission 
to registered settlers to collect eggs and capture many young birds. 
Advantage has been taken of the concession by a good many 
farmers, and there is now in the pens a very fair stock of young 
birds. 

A good many horses and mules have been imported into the 
country, and some of the settlers in those parts of the Uplands 
which are considered to be practically free from horse sickness are 
taking steps to form small breeding studs of horses. 

Turning to the agricultural products, there should be a large 
opening in the supply of various kinds to the continent. Wheat 
is a product of which there are hopes of producing a sufficient 
quantity to meet local markets and possibly create an export trade. 
One or two rust-resisting varieties of this cereal have been intro- 
duced, and have proved to be well adapted to the soil and climatic 
conditions of the Uplands. As regards other farm products, the 
area under maize has been greatly extended; the demand for this 
foodstuff by the natives is largely on the increase, and its cultiva- 
tion has been taken up both by settlers and by natives. There is 
no doubt that if more money were spent on the importation of 
selected farm seeds the returns would be greatly enhanced in value. 
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The collection of beeswax and of various gums from trees indi- 
genous in the forests is receiving attention. The cultivation of 
sem-sem, ground-nuts, and other oil-producing seeds is being ex- 
tended. ‘The demand for these commodities is constant at a 
remunerative price; the natives are being taught everywhere the 
advantages of growing such products as these, and are responding 
satisfactorily to the efforts of the Government to develop remunera- 
tive tropical products. Of these, cotton may be looked upon as 
one of very great importance. There are large areas of country 
in the Protectorate, particularly on the coast and in the lake dis- 
tricts, admirably adapted for the cultivation of cotton, which is 
being rapidly taken up by syndicates and settlers, and, in addition, 
vigorous efforts are being made to induce the natives to undertake 
its cultivation. Experiments are being conducted in various dis- 
tricts to compare the various merits of the different varieties of 
cotton. ‘These experiments ure being carefully watched by those 
interested in the development of the industry, and are being parti- 
cularly undertaken and fostered by the representatives of the 
British Cotton Growing Association. Special attention is being 
paid to the importation of only sound, reliable seeds; measures 
are under discussion with a view to maintaining a high standard 
of output. 

As far as imports are concerned Germany and America have 
secured a very large share of the market for cheap goods sold to 
natives, but it is understood that the British manufacturer considers 
this trade unremunerative, the native being unable to appre- 
ciate and pay an extra price for a reliable article in preference 
to an inferior one, The imports for European colonists are increas- 
ing, particularly building materials, implements, and machinery 
and tinned provisions. 

One of the greatest needs of the Protectorate is a direct British 
steamship service with the United Kingdom at regular intervals by 
vessels of reasonable speed. It might not at first be remunerative, 
but if the hopes for the development of the Protectorate are 
realised, it ought eventually to be run on a paying basis. 

Certain t1ainor enterprises, such as hotels and laundries if 
efficiently managed, would probably be successful, more particularly 
now that the facilities afforded by the Uganda Railway are 
becoming more widely known and are bringing an ever-increasing 
stream of tourists and sportsmen into the country. 





CAMPHOR CULTIVATION IN CEYLON. 


In its issue for April last, the “Tropical Agriculturist” 
(Colombo) contains an article by Mr. H. F. Macmillan, 
on the subject of camphor cultivation in Ceylon. The writer 
observes that the possibility of camphor cultivation as an industry 
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for Ceylon claimed the special attention of the Botanic Department 
about fifteen years ago. At that time the Superintendent of 
Hakgala Gardens, Mr. W. Nock, by practical demonstration of 
the suitability of the tree to the climate, as well as of its yield 
of camphor, succeeded in interesting a good many planters in 
the new product. From that time forward a large number of 
plants have been regularly raised at Elakgala from imported seed 
(and latterly from root-cuttings) and distributed to planters in 
different parts of the Island, but chiefly at elevations of 3,000 
to 5,000 feet. During the last few years many planters and firms 
have themselves imported seed direct from Japan, and notwith- 
standing the difficulty frequently experienced in obtaining good 
seed and the heavy expenses and disappointment incurred in the 
failure of almost whole consignments to germinate, they have 
persistently repeated orders and importations, so that at the 
present time a good number of estates may be found with well- 
established areas under this product. Some of these are now at 
a yielding stage, and Mr. Macmillan is informed that a certain 
appreciable amount of locally-manufactured camphor is now 
exported, showing good returns. 

Camphor is found to thrive at moderate to high elevations, 
being suited to ravines or wind-blown hill crests where scarcely 
anything else will succeed; although it may also be grown at 
almost sea-level, it can hardly be said to flourish under 2,000 feet. 
Apart from considerations of yield, the camphor tree is well 
adapted for shading road-sides and forming wind-belts, the latter 
affording shelter for tea or other smaller growing crops. It is 
naturally a dense bushy evergreen tree, furnished with branches 
to the base; left to itself it grows to a height of 40 feet or more. 
In cultivation, however, according to the modern method, the 
plants are coppiced and kept at a convenient height of about 
4 or 5 feet. 

Mr. Macmillan’s article is illustrated by a photograph of a 
plantation five years old, the plants having been raised from seed 
imported by the owner direct from Yokohama. These have been 
planted out at a distance of 8 feet by 4 feet apart, in land at an 
elevation of about 4,500 feet. Being primarily of the nature of an 
experiment, the trees were allowed to run toa height of 15 to 18 
feet, when they were cut down to 4 feet, the prunings obtained 
thereby yielding at the rate of about 60 lb. of camphor to the acre. 
The coppiced trees have since been clipped with hedge shears 
after an interval of about five months, and yielded approximately at 
the rate of 50 lb. per acre. The Superintendent has since learned 
from experience that it is best not to allow the trees to run up to 
such a height, but to top them when about 34 years old. He 
considers that when the bushes are well formed they may be 
clipped at least 3 or 4 times a year, judging by the rate at which 
they are now flushing. 








22 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [July 2, 1908. 





Camphor Cultivation in Ceylon. 





Clippings obtained from Hakgala Gardens about 6 years ago 
yielded upon distillation experiments by Mr. Kelway Bamber at 
the rate of 0°75 to 1 per cent. of camphor and from 27 to 34 per 
cent. of camphor oil. Mr. W. Nock estimated that on an average 
14 lb. of clippings per annum could be obtained from each bush. 
This would work out at about 190 lb. made camphor per acre, 1.e., 
reckoning on the trees being planted 8 feet by 4 feet apart, which 
would give 1,360 trees to the acre. 





COMMERCIAL AND ECONOMIC SITUATION IN 
GERMANY. 


A report has been received from H.M. Consul-General at 
Frankfort (Sir F. Oppenheimer), in which he summarises the pre- 
sent commercial and economic situation in Germany in the following 
terms :— 

‘The recent commercial boom came to a definite end in 1907 ; 
the change, which was international, was accentuated in Germany 
by the following circumstances. The high cost of living, due in 
the first instance to increased agrarian duties, made itself acutely 
felt and resulted in increased wages and increased cost of raw 
materials, with the result that the profits in the finishing indus- 
tries were small and out of all proportion, first, to the commercial 
activity, and then to the commercial risks. The finishing industry 
was the first to suffer, because it can hardly ever combine to pre- 
vent underbidding or command terms to those syndicates on which 
it is dependent for the earlier stages of manufacture. The com- 
mercial change was also accentuated by the exceptionally high 
bank-rate. The high bank-rate was a feature of the international 
money market, due to the international expanse of trade with which 
the recent supply of capital did not keep apace, partly owing to its 
consumption by the Russian-Japanese war and the catastrophes at 
San Francisco and Valparaiso. In Germany the available supply 
of capital was further reduced by the needs of the towns and State 
for the continuation of their social policy, by the increasing luxury 
of the working classes and by the increased expenditure of agricul- 
ture, due not only to good harvests but also to the increase in the 
Customs duties. The high bank-rate in Germany was also due to 
the withdrawal at a critical moment of foreign capital invested in 
German enterprise, and to the exceptional strain upon the German 
money market, due to the United States, which called unexpectedly 
for the settlement of German accounts—considerable at all times, 
because German industry draws enormous quantities of raw mate- 
rials from the United States, but quite exceptional after the boom 
of recent years. Furthermore, German capital has in years gone 
by been too enterprisingly invested in German undertakings abroad, 
such as Colonial banking, and, above all, electrical installations ; 
also in foreign industries, such as Roumanian petroleum (74,000,000 
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marks). Borrowing, being more expensive in Germany than else- 
where, affected German trade more seriously than national indus- 
tries in other countries, especially as German industry works more- 
than any other with borrowed money. ‘The change was further 
accentuated by the difficulties of export, due to the recent change 
of commercial treaties which had upset traditional markets, and by 
the international character of the slump, which latter is an entirely 
novel experience to the exporting industries of Germany. Possibly 
Germany is less hard hit than others by an international slump, 
because German industry is notoriously inclined to work for smaller 
profits so that international orders may continue longest to go to 
Germany. 

‘‘ The effects of the change were mitigated by various circum- 
stances. The high bank-rate which had already prevailed through- 
out 1906 had invited caution, and there had been time to reduce 
doubtful credits, so that in spite of the close connection which 
exists in Germany between industry and banking, 1907 witnessed 
no catastrophes such as attended previous changes. Even when 
foreign markets begin to fail and individual requirements are 
reduced, the vast annual increase in the population secures an in- 
creasing home demand which, if temporarily forced back, must 
before long reassert itself, and this knowledge inspires confidence. 
Owing to Germany’s protection, this increased home demand, 
moreover, is more thoroughly reserved to German industry. In 
the meantime the State demands for the army, navy, railways, post 
office, canals, &c., are enormous, and if these orders are judiciously 
placed, they must help to fill any industrial breach, as, indeed, 
they did towards the end of 1907. 

“ Syndication has steadied the market generally; if prices no 
longer rife as high, they no longer sink as low as in days gone by, 
though probably the low watermark has been raised generally by 
the increased wages paid to-day all round; the output is regulated, 
over-expansion during a boom is prevented, as is over-production 
during a slump; the export is encouraged by export bonifications ; 
orders are forced back and spread over longer periods. The weaker 
commercial concerns in any syndicated industry are no longer 
crushed to death with the change of the tide, and the dismissals of 
workmen are reduced. So, much that used to increase the nervous- 
ness incidental to'a change from boom to depression and thus. 
intensified any momentary crisis has been wiped away; the firm 
grip of syndicates, possibly condoned during a boom but resented at 
least by individual minorities during the slump, inspires the 
country at large with confidence. Concerning the probable duration 
of the prevailing depression, even those most intimately connected 
with various branches of German industry dare not venture an 
opinion ; but there is generally an inclination to believe that if the 
present depression will not be as deep as former ones, the very fact 
of its comparative shallowness may spread it over a longer period.” 
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TARIFF CHANGES 


AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 
AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Customs Circular 

Test Marks on (No. 238 of 1908), dated 18th May last, 

d Rifles Tespecting the test marks on guns and rifles 

Gane ane oe imported under item 139* of the Tariff, into 
Lmported. the Australian Commonwealth. 

It is stated in the Circular that in order to overcome the 
difficulties caused to traders by the immediate alteration suggested 
by Parliament, and as the alteration particularly affects importa- 
tions of American guns—there being no official proof-houses in 
the United States—the Commonwealth Government have decided 
that :-— 

(1) Guns imported from countries not possessing official proof- 
houses shall be admitted for the present on guarantee by 
the importers to produce certificate from the makers that 
the guns have been subjected to a test equivalent to that 
of the British proof-houses. 

(2) With regard to future consignments—7.e., after 1st October 
next—the guns must be marked with the manufacturer’s 
name and the word “tested,” or some mark indicating that 
the test has been made, and accompanied by a certificate 
from the manufacturers that the word ‘ tested,” or the mark 
indicating testing, as the case may be, is a guarantee that 
the gun has been subjected to a test equivalent to that of 
the British proof-houses. 

(3) The extra duty deposited under the newsub-item 159 (H)* is 
to be refunded on guarantee being given by importers to 
obtain, within four months, the certificate referred to in (1). 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the “ Board of 
isieteaick ef Trade Journal” for 16th April last respecting 
mtv mathe’ - the drawback of duty allowed under Statutory 
nd a " ’ Rules (No. 18 of 1908) on certain goods 
RB oo exported from the Commonwealth, the Board of 
+ pee Trade have now received a copy of Statutory 
Rules, No. 54 of 1908, dated 2nd May, 1908, cancelling the 
previous rules of 1908, and at the same time laying down the follow- 
ing amended Regulation, in lieu of the Regulation No. 130 of the 
Statutory Rules No. 25 of 1904 made under the Customs Act of 
1901, to come into immediate operation in the Australian Common- 
wealth :— 
130.—Drawback of the full amount of the duty paid, not 
exceeding the import duty then payable, shall be allowed on all 
goods other than spirits, wine, beer, tobacco, cigars, cigarettes, and 








* For which, sce pp. 237-8 of the ‘ Board of Trade Journal” for May 7th last. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—continued. 


opium, on the due exportation thereof, either in the original 
packages or in packages packed in the presence of an officer, 
provided that goods shipped for drawback in other than original 
packages are exported within three years from date of importation. 

Note.—In the previous regulation under Statutory Rules No. 18 
of 1908, it was provided that drawback of duty should be allowed 
on “‘ opium ” exported. 


A copy of the “ Regulations under the Sugar Bounty Act, 1905” 
ieee (Statutory Rules No. 53 of 1908), has been 
- rae received, cancelling the Provisional Regulations 
Senies Mann under the Act (Statutory Rules No. 21 of 1906) 
om 1905 Y with effect from 2nd May, 1908, and providing 
a new set of regulations to be observed by 
persons claiming bounty on sugar-cane produced by white labour 
in the Australian Commonwealth. 

The regulations, which contain the conditions which must be 
complied with in order to sustain a claim for bounty, and the 
forms of declaration required, &., may be seen by persons 
interested on application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH (NEW HEBRIDES). 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the Colonial 
Office, that the Commonwealth Government will 
refund to British planters in the New Hebrides 
half the duty paid on maize, and also grant a 
bonus of 4l. per ton on coffee imported into 
ae Australia, provided the amount of 500. per 
ssistance to ; ° . 

British Settlers, C2" 18 not exce Wea - 

Growers desirous of obtaining the bonus must 
make a declaration, in prescribed form, to be countersigned by the 
British Deputy-Commissioner or some other appointed officer, that 
the shipment in respect of which the claim is made is wholly British 
grown. The declaration having the Customs receipts for the duty 
paid attached thereto, should be forwarded with the shipment. 

Application for the bonus and refund of Customs duties should 
be made by the consignee to the Commonwealth Department of 
External affairs. 

It is further stated that the Commonwealth Government have 
decided that the above bonus granted on coffee imported into the 
Commonwealth shall be payable, as a tentative measure, for six 
months from April, 1908, w ‘ithout the necessity of ee. a 
Customs certificate that the duty has been paid. 


Importation of 
Maize and Coffee 
from the New 
Hebrides. 
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EGYPT: 


f 


The Egyptian ‘‘ Journal Officiel ” for the 15th June contains the 
following revised Valuation Tariff for use in 
Abs alter ae assessing import duties on various manufactures 
Hemp and Jute of hemp and jute. The tariff was to come into 
Cloth. Sacks. and force on the 17th June, and is to remain in 
‘Twine operation for a period of six months (i.e., until 

, the 16th December next),or until denunciation :-— 





Valuation per kilogramme* 




















Articles. , 
Indian European 
sacks. sacks. 
Milliémes.+ 
Hessian jute or hemp sacks, made of ry cloth, | 
common quality... 25 29 
Twilled Hessian jute or hemp sacks, common “quality |_ 17 20 
Hessian jute or hemp cloth, plain or twilled, common . 
quality, not exceeding 4d. - oo“ of 72 in. width 
for the plain... oe 31 
Jute or hemp untwist twine... “4 ons ne 26 
Old sacks ... be ai oes te eee ook 12 








* Duty is leviable on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 


t 1,000 milliémes = £E1 = 11. Os. 6d. 





ITALY: 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
application of the Italian Customs Tariff, which 














borer have recently been received at the Board of 
; Trade through the Foreign Office :— 
Tariff No. 
Articles. under which Rate of Duty. 

dutiable. 

| : Lire cts. 

Manufactures of iron, coated with tombac .., | / Dutiable as iron manufactures, 
nickelled. 


Oil from the feet of oxen, horses, and sheep, 
treated with sulphur or oxidised ... 334 Free. 
Wheels for automobiles, with wooden spokes, 
iron nave, bearings of brass, and iron rims 
furnished with india-rubber tyres ... sabe 358 f. 100 kilogs, 60°00 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


By an Act of Congress, approved 27th May, 1908, Sections 
14 and 15 of the United States Customs 


Ps mange Administrative Act, relating to protests and 
mre appeals in Customs cases, have been amended 
15 of the Customs ; 
Administrati to read as follows :— 
any _ | Note.—Alterations of, or additions to, the 


text of the Act are indicated by italic type. | 

“Sec. 14. That the decision of the collector as to the rate and amount of 
duties chargeable upon imported merchandise, including all dutiable costs and 
charges, and as to all fees and exactions of whatever character (except duties 
on tonnage), shall be final and conclusive against all persons interested therein, 
unless the owner, importer, consignee, or agent of such merchandise, or the 
person paying such fees, charges, and exactions other than duties, shall, 
within fi/teen* days after but not before such ascertainment and liquidation 
of duties, as well in cases of merchandise entered in bond as for consumption, 
or within fifteen* days after the payment of such fees, charges, and exactions, 
if dissatisfied with such decision, give notice in writing to the collector, 
setting forth therein distinctly and specifically, and in respect to each entry 
or payment, the reasons for his objections thereto, and if the merchandise is 
entered for consumption shall pay the full amount of the duties and charges 
ascertained to be due thereon. Upon such notice and payment the collector 
shall transmit the invoice and all the papers and exhibits connected therewith 
to the board of three general appraisers, which shall be on duty at the port of 
New York, or to a board of three general appraisers who may be designated by 
the Secretary of the Treasury for such duty at that port or at any other port, 
which board shall examine and decide the case thus submitted, and their 
decision, or that of a majority of them, shall be final and conclusive upon all 
persons interested therein, and the record shall be transmitted to the proper 
collector or person acting as such, who shall liquidate the entry accordingly, 
except in cases where an application shall be filed in the circuit court within 
the time and in the manner provided for in section fifteen of this Act: 
Provided, however, That the board of three general appraisers, or a majority 
of them, who decided the case may, wpon motion of erther party, within 
thirty days next after their decision, and. not afterwards, grant a rehearing of 
said case when, in their opinion, the ends of justice may require it. 

“ The general board of nine general appraisers shall have power to establish 
From time to time such reasonable rules of practice, not inconsistent with the 
law, as may be deemed necessary for the conduct of their proceedings and of 
the proceedings of the said board of three general appraisers, and to assign or 
reassign any case to any of such boards of three at any time before pro- 
mulgation of decision, in order to secure uniformity of decision.” 

“Sec. 15. That if the owner, importer, consignee, or agent of any imported 
merchandise, or the collector, or the Secretary of the Treasury, shall be 
dissatisfied with the decision of the board of general appraisers, as provided 
for in section fourteen of this Act, as to the construction of the law and the 
facts respecting the classification of such merchandise and the rate of duty 
imposed thereon under such classification, they, or either of them, may, 
within thirty days next after such decision, 7f a rehearing has not been 
previously granted, vr within thirty days neat after the decision of the board 
of general appraisers after such rehearing, and not afterwards, apply to the 
circuit court of the United States within the district in which the matter 
arises for a review of the questions of law and fact involved in such decision. 
Such application shall be made by filing in the office of the clerk of said 
circuit court a concise statement of the errors of law and fact complained of, 
and a copy of such statement shall be served on the collettor, or on the 
importer, owner, consignee, or agent as the case may be. Thereupon the 
court shall order the board of general appraisers to return to said circuit 


—" 





* Formerly ten days. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


court the record and the evidence taken by them, together with the certified 
statement of the facts involved in the case, and their decision thereon; and 
all competent evidence taken by and before said board of general appraisers 
shall be evidence before said circuit court. The parties litigant shall herg- 
after be required to introduce all of their evidence before the said board of 
general appraisers prior to its decision of the case. The return made by the 
board of general appraisers in pursuance of the order of the circuit court shall 
constitute the record upon which said circuit court shall give priority to and 
proceed to hear and determine the questions of law and fact involved in such 
decision respecting the classification of such merchandise and the rate of duty 
imposed thereon under such classification: Provided, That the said circuit 
court is further vested with the power to remand any case pending before it on 
appeal from a decision of the board of general appraisers when, in its opinion, 
such proceeding is just and proper, but this shall not be ordered except upon 
motion duly made and after notice to the opposite party. When such order is 
made the case shall then be remanded to the board of general appraisers whose 
decision has been appealed from, and the said board shall hear such further 
testimony as shall be introduced by either party, and shall return to the 
circuit court the additional evidence se taken, together with a further certified 
statement of facts as supplemented or modified by such additional testimony, 
and their decisions upon the whole case as thus supplemented or modified, 
which said additional return shall be added to and become part ef the record 
upon which the case shall be heard and determined by the circuit court. 

“The decision of such circuit court shall be final, and the proper collector, 
or person acting as such, shall liquidate the entry accordingly, unless such 
court shall be of the opinion that the question involved is of such importance 
as to require a review of such decision by the circuit court of appeals of the 
United States within the circuit in which the matter arises, in which case said 
circuit court or the judge making the decision may, within thirty days there- 
after, allow an appeal to said circuit court of appeals; but an appeal shail 
be allowed on the part of the United States whenever the Attorney-General 
shall apply for it within thirty days after the rendition of such decision. On 
such original application and on any such appeal security for damages and 
costs shall be given as in the case of other appeals in cases in which the United 
States is a party. Said circuit court of appeals shall have jurisdiction and 
power to review such decision, and shall give priority to such cases, and 
may affirm, modify, or reverse such decision of such circuit court and remand 
the case with such orders as may seem to it proper inthe premises, which shal/ 
be executed accordingly. 

“The decision of such circuit court of appeals may be reviewed by the 
Supreme Court of the United States in any of the ways provided in cases 
arising under the revenue laws by the Act approved March third, eighteen 
hundred and ninety-one, entitled ‘ An Act to establish circuit courts of appeals, 
and to define and regulate in certain cases the jurisdiction of the courts of the 
United States, and for other purposes.”’ 

‘¢ All final judgments, when in favor of the importer, shall be satisfied and 
paid by the Secretary of the Treasury from the permanent indefinite appro- 
priation provided for in section twenty-four of this Act. 

“ For the purposes of this section the circuit courts of the United States 
shall be deemed always open, and said circuit courts, respectively, may 
establish, and from time to time alter, rules and regulations not inconsistent 
herewith for the procedure in such cases as they shall deem proper. 

‘« Where cases arise at ports within any jurisdiction having no circuit 
court, applications for review of the decisions of the board of general appraisers 
provided for in section fifteen of this Act shali be filed with the clerks of the 
courts having cognizance of the same classes of cases as circuit courts, and such 
cases shall be heard and determined by such courts, with the same powers and 
in like manner as herein provided for the hearing and determination of such 
cases in circuit courts, and such decisions shall be subject to review in the 
manner provided by law.” 











July 2, 1908. ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 29 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ~continued. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
application of the United States Customs 
Tariff, which have recently been issued by the 
Treasury Department at Washington :— 


Customs 
Decisions. 





| Paragraph 

of the Terift 

| under which 
dutiable. 


Articles. | Rate of Daty. 








manufacture of machine bearings, as “ pewter, 
* * * old,and fit only to be remanufactured.” 637 

Flexible metallic tubing made of copper and 
covered with a mesh or braid of woven copper 
wire, the wire representing but 15 per cent. of 
the entire article, dutiable as “ copper pipes”’. 176 24 cents per lb. 

Ornaments in the piece.—Ornaments or decora- 
tions for garments, consisting of loops, 
medallions, &c., which are manufactured 
separately, but stitched together for convenience 
in handling and to avoid expense in carding, 
and are imported in 6 yard lengths, and which 
are intended for separate decorative effect, as 
distinguished from a continuous extension of 
ornamentation on a garment, are not “ trim- 
mings” within the méaning of paragraph 390 
of the Tariff. Such ornaments made of silk 
are dutiable as manufactures of silk ... an 391 50 % ad val. 

‘This reverses a decision reported in the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for the 7th 
December, 1905.] , 

Enamel white paint.—A paint called variously 
zinc white, ripolin, and enamel white paint, 
containing zinc but not containing lead and 
ground in oil, dutiable as “ white paint or pig- 
ment containing zinc, but not eee lead, 
* * * ground in oil”.. 57 1% cents per lb. 

[This reverses a decision reported ‘in the 
“ Board of Trade Journal’ for the 8th 
November, 1906. | 

Steel cylinders 19 feet long and 4 feet in diameter, 
and 35 feet long aud 8 feet in diameter, 
respectively, used in storing OTA Cg gas, 
dutiabie as tubes ... 152 35 % ad val. 

Metal-thread fabrics. —Fabrics in “chief value of 
metal-thread and in part of silk, dutiable as 
“articles * * * inchief valueof * * 
metal threads”... 179 60% =» 

Scrap tobacco.—Tobacco ‘consisting of small 
pieces which have fallen from leaf tobacco 
during the process of manufacture, dutiable as 
tobacco unmanufactured, not pecialy D provided 
ete 

Tantalus sets.—The constituent parts of so- 5-called 
tantalus sets composed of cut-glass bottles set 
in frames of wood trimmed with metal, the 
bottles differing in no respect from the ordinary 


Clippings or turnings of pewter produced in the | 
| 


215 55 cents per lb, 
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yout 
. of the Tari 
Articles. tides which Rate of Duty. 
dutiable. 
cut-glass bottles of commerce, are dutiable 
separately and not as entireties— 
The glassware .. a ioe ad man 100 60 % ad val. 
The frames a soe om a ee 208 35% 45 

Dressed granite.—Pieces of granite, consisting of 

die, base, and cap, dressed, ornamented, and 

polished in pursuance of designs and specifica- 

tions for monuments, are dutiable under the 

provision for “‘ granite, * * * hewn, dressed 

or polished ” ben aide ae at bos 118 50% 55 
Millinery articles composed principally of 

feathers, but in part of wire, dutiable as 

manufactures “in part” of metal and not as 

feathers advanced or manufactured ..... on 193 45% =» 
So-called duplex transfer paper, composed of two 

sheets of paper pasted together, one coated 

with a gummy substance and one uncoated, 

dutiable as “ manufactures ” of paper ... mt 407 | 85% y 





Petroleum products—Countervatiing duty.—The provision in para- 
graph 626 of the Tariff for a countervailing duty on “the products 
of crude petroleum produced in any country which imposes a duty 
on petroleum or its products exported from the United States,” 
does not apply where the article is manufactured from crude 
petroleum in a country which imposes no such duty on exports 
from the United States, though the petroleum originated in a 
country which does impose such a duty. Therefore the counter- 
vailing duty should not be assessed on Russian petroleum refined 
in and imported from Great Britain. 

Pickled walnuts.—The term ‘‘ pickles,” in the provision in para- 
graph 241 of the Tariff for ‘all vegetables, prepared or preserved, 
including pickles and sauces of all kinds,” is limited to such pickles 
as are vegetables. Pickled walnuts are therefore excluded, walnuts 
not being vegetables, and are dutiable under section 6 as unenu- 
merated manufactured articles at the rate of 20 per cent. ad val. 

[This reverses a decision reported at page 171 of the “‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” for the 24th October, 1907. | 


Under the authority contained in the Act of Congress of 31st 

a a March, 1892, Redondo Beach in the State of 

Entry California, has been constituted a sub-port of 

entry in the district of Los Angeles. Under 

the same authority Port Los Angeles has been discontinued as a 
sub-port of entry. 

In accordance with the authority contained in the Act of Con- 
gress of 16th March, 1896, Cordova (Alaska) has been constituted 
a sub-port of entry in the district of Alaska. Kodiak in the same 
district has been abolished as a sub-port. 
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RUSSIA, 


Referring to the notice on p. 413 of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” 

of 21st May relative to a Bill for the construc- 

Amur Railway. tion of the Amur Railway, a communication 

has been received from H.M. Commercial 

Attaché (Mr.-H. Cooke) reporting an announcement in the official 

‘Commercial and Industrial Gazette” (St. Petersburg) .of the 

21st June, to the effect that the Bill received the Imperial assent 
on the 19th J une, and has accordingly passed into law. 





NORWAY: 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond-Hay) reports 
Floating Dock that the “ Akers Mek. Voerksted ” have decided 
titi. ‘build a floating dock at Christiania, which is 

* to accommodate vessels up to 4,000 tons dead 

weight. 





GERMANY. 


The following communication respecting the clearance of vessels 
at Swinemiinde during the night has been 


Clearance of received from H.M. Consul at Stettin (Mr. R 


Beh secaie! Ve Bernal) :—For about seven years all vessels 
duking’ the Night. entering the port of Swinemiinde or proceeding 


to Stettin have been boarded at’ Swinemiinde 
by the sanitary authorities for the examination of the crews. This 
inspection of crews also takes place on board vessels coming from 
German ports. According to a notice issued by the President of 
the Government Department for the province of Pomerania, vessels 
entering the harbour of Swinemiinde may now be inspected and 
cleared by the sanitary police authorities at any time during the 
night, but vessels requiring to be so cleared must be reported (by 
telegraph or otherwise) before 9.30 p.m. at the office of the 
Schiffahrtsamt at Swinemiinde. Similar arrangements with 
respect to the customs clearance have been in force for some time. 
Any vessel, therefore, having been previously reported by the 
ship’s agent to the customs and sanitary authorities may now be 
cleared at Swinemiinde at any time during the night. These 
facilities will chiefly affect vessels proceeding to Stettin direct, 
without stopping at Swinemiinde and will enable several hours to 
be saved. In the case of vessels not going alongside the quay, 
owners or agents are to convey pilots, customs and sanlkany. ofieers 
to and from the vessel. 














O2 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [July 2, 1908. 





Shipping and Transport. 





GERMAN Y—continued. 


Referring to the notice on p. 472 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 5th December, 1907, relative to a service of 
train ferry steamers to be established between 
Sassnitz and Trelleborg, H.M. Consul at Stettin 
states that the new service will be inaugurated 
‘Swedene in. June, 1909. ‘The service will be meteteienl 
jointly by the German and Swedish Govern- 
ments, each Government providing two ferry steamers for the 
service. The steamers will carry eight passenger carriages or 
16 to 18 freight trucks. The engines are to develop 5,000 
indicated horse-power, giving the boats a speed of 16 knots. The 
steamers are to be 370 feet long, 30 feet 5 inches beam and 
drawing 16 feet 4 inches of water. 


Train Ferry 
Service between 
Sassnitz and 





PORTUGAL (ANGOLA): 


H.M. Consul at Loanda (Mr. H. G. Mackie) has forwarded a 
detailed report on the Loanda-Malange Rail- 


sete way,* now being constructed by the Royal 
sere Trans-African Railway Company, with the 


object of connecting the city of Loanda with 
the fertile lands of central Angola for the purpose of utilising its 
fine harbour as an outlet for merchandise from the interior. 
For some distance from the starting point (St. Paul de Loanda) 
the line runs through almost flat country, the stations, in 
order, after Loanda being Cacuaco, Quifangondo, Funda and 
Catete. From here the line winds considerably and from km. 117 
it circles the Cambemba lagoon and makes numerous bends 
until Cunga is reached, where it takes the traffic of the River 
Quanza, securing by means of a reduced tariff the merchandise 
coming down the river which formerly went to Loanda by the river 
and sea route. From Cunga the line commences the ascent to 
Cassonecca and thence to Barraca and Zenza, whence there is a 
steep descent towards Cassoalla. The line then continues by way 
of Cassualalla, Ceiras, the Cazengo valley, Talla Quisanga, Luinha, 
Canhoca, Queta, N Dalla Tando, Camona, Ambacca, and Lucalla, 
which is the terminus of the first section of the line owned by the 
railway company. 

The Government section of the railway, beginning at Lucalla, passes 
through open country, presenting no constructive difficulties, and 
metallic sleepers take the place of the wooden ones used on the first 
section of the line. The first station on this section is Quisenga, 





* A report by H.M. Consul at Loanda on the Benguella (Lobito-Katanga) 
Railway was noticed in the ‘Board of Trade Journal” «f the 23rd January last, 
pp. 187-8. 
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where passengers alight for Pungo Andongo, and Cacuto and 
Matete are then reached. The line is expected to reach Malange in 
December next. Under a provisional contract with the Government 
the traffic is worked by the Company, who are endeavouring 
either to secure a permanent contract or to induce the Government 
to take over the entire line, the joint working of the railway by the 
State and the Company being thought impracticable. 

The report, giving full details and illustrated by maps, may be 
inspected by persons interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





SIAM. 


H.M. Consul at Bangkok (Mr. W. R. D. Beckett) reports the 

opening of a small tramway called the Paklat 
—— of Paklat ited about 1,900 metres long, running 

BwsTT Ee along the Paklat creek, which cuts through a 
big bend of the River Menam Chao Phya, some three miles south 
of Bangkok. The tramway has been built by the Menam Motor- 
boat Company in order to form a connecting link with the Com- 
pany’s service from Bangkolem point, where the Siam Electricity 
Company’s tram service terminates, to the mouth of the Paklat 


creek. 





CHINA (MANCHURIA)- 


H.M. Commercial Attache at Yokohama has forwarded the follow- 
ing statistics of the working of the South 


Ment an Manchurian Railway for 1807-8 :— 
Rail ses During the year from the lst April, 1907, to 
ee the 3lst March, 1908, the railway carried 


1,337,791 tons of goods and 1,522,231 passengers. The gross 
receipts from both sources were 9,778,911 yen. The working 
expenses during the first half of the year amounted to 70 per cent. 
of the gross receipts, but in the second half they fell to 50 per 
cent. Thus the net profits were 3,911,517 yen. The principal 
commodities carried were beans, bean-cake and coal, weighing 
181,116 tons, 123,061 tons and 140,771 tons respectively ; these 
three amount to about one third of the total freight carried. 

Now that the broad-gauge arrangements on the line are 
completed, the narrow-gauge rolling stock is being returned to 
Japan; altogether 220 locomotives, 4,000 goods wagons, and 
160 passenger cars will be sent back, and it is hoped, Mr. Crowe 
concludes, that with this addition there will be no further 
complaints about insufficiency of transport facilities on the 


Japanese lines. 
Yen=2s. 04d. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


A formal investigation was held in Guildhall, Nottingham, on the 
17th and 18th June into the circumstances 
attending a boiler explosion that occurred at a 
local ironworks. The Commissioners attributed 
the explosion to water-hammer. They found 
mo one in default and made no order as to costs. 


Enquiry under 
the Boiler 
Explosions’ Act. 





CANADA. 


Copies of the Annual Report on “ Mining Operations in the 
Province of Quebec” for the year 1907, 


PR ot “a published by the Department of Colonisation, 
rl 1907. e0eC “Mines and Fisheries of Quebec, can be obtained, 


free of charge, by persons interested upon 
application to the Office of the High Commissioner for Canada, 
City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (ALASKA.) 


The “ Journal of Commerce” (New York) of the 9th June states 
that the results of the first detailed survey made 


pone Dy ee of any Alaskan coal field have just -been 
C ns Ay R published by the Geological Survey in a report 
"ates ay on the geology and mineral resources of the 


Controller Bay region. The coal and petroleum 
of the region began to attract attention in 1896, and prospectors soon 
came in large numbers. Drilling for oil, begun in 1901, has been 
in progress more or less continuously ever since, and several 
hundred prospect openings for coal have been made. It is 
probable that all the coal lands within easy reach have now been 
located. 

Although the producing oil well that was obtained by drilling 
in 1902 resulted in a “‘ boom,” the value of the oil resources of the 
region is still doubtful. The local geology appears to be unfavour- 
able to the presence of productive bodies of oi! and indicates that 
if oil is found in quantity the productive areas are very irregularly 
distributed and will be difficult to locate. It is possible, however, 
that future investigation will show conditions more favourable to 
the development of good oil fields than surface conditions indicate. 

Concerning the value of the coal fields no such doubt exists. It 
is estimated that approximately 47 square miles are underlain by 
workable coal deposits, and 80 measured sections given in the 
report show coal beds ranging in thickness from 20 inches to more 
than 30 feet. The coal of the eastern end of the field has the 
characteristics, burning properties and chemical composition of 
anthracite; that of the western end has the softness, short smokeless 
flame, and chemical composition of semi-bituminous steam coal. 
In an intermediate area the ccal is soft, but does not coke and is a 
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semi-anthracite. Field tests indicated that much, if not all, of the 
semi-bituminous coal will yield, by proper treatment, coke of 
good quality. This fact is of extreme importance in view of the 
projected establishment of local smelters for the treatment of the 
Alaska copper ores. 





CHINA: 
The Acting British Consul at Wuchow (Mr. H. Harding) reports 
that antimony refining works have recently 


New Antimony een established at that port, the funds having 


ree eae been provided by the Provincial Government, 
whe ase ve which has assumed the sole right of buying 
oo antimony in the Province of Kwangsi. The 
nadtedindl om price paid for the ore at Wuchow is heavy, 
caer, owing to the difficulty of bringing it from the 


mines in the far west of the Province, bein 
some 80 to 120 taels (about 91. 12s. to 141. 8s.) per ton, and the 
minimum price at which the works will be able to dispose of the 
refined product at Wuchow, without loss or profit, will be about 
225 taels (28/.) per ton, including the royalty of 5 per cent. to 
the Provincial Government, but excluding export duty. The 
latter will raise it to something over 230 taels (28/. 12s.), but as 
the present price paid at Shanghai is said to be 448 taels (551. 15s.) 
per ton, there is an ample margin of profit. It is stated that when 
working at full pressure the works will be able to produce 1,300 
tons of pure metal annually. 

Work was started experimentally last year, but is only carried 
on spasmodically at present, owing to the difficulty of obtaining 
good coal at a cheap rate. Now, however, coal mines have been 
opened in the north-east of the Province, and it is stated that coal 
of a suitable quality and price will shortly be obtainable. 

The Acting Consul has forwarded a sample of the pure metal 
refined at the new works; it may be inspected by British firms 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





AGRICULTURE, 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 27th June, 1908, were 


as follows :— 
Wheat sed isi Sia ooo «6Sles. Sd. 
Barley ea oes obs -. 248, Od. 
Oats a ms sae > Ba OR 


For further particulars see p. 38. 
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Agriculture. 





UNITED KINGDOM — continued. 


A statement is published on p. 39, showing the quantities of 

. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
— im imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural * week ended the 27th June, 1908, as well as of 


the imports during the corresponding week of 1907. 





ITALY (SICILY), 


H.M. Consul at Palermo (Mr. S. J. A. Churchill, M.V.O.) has 
p “Chaar forwarded an extract from the “Ora” of the 
ae th ameer 18th June relating to a draft law for the 

een — creation of a ‘‘Camera Agrumaria,” or Cham- 
Citrus Industry. ber for the Citrus Industry, intended for the 
benefit of all engaged in the industry who may apply to it for 
information or assistance. It will issue certificates of analysis and 
arrange for the sale of the products of those who apply to it. It 
is proposed that the Government assign the Chamber 8,000/. 
(gratuitously) as capital. 





JAPAN. 


H.M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama (Mr. E. F. Crowe) reports 
at) aod that, according to official returns, the barley 
Bg reeset crop of Japan (which includes barley, naked 

PS. barley and wheat) is estimated at 20,810,536 
koku for the present year; this is a decrease of 1,356,950 koku, or 

6:1 per cent. as compared with last year’s crop, but an increase of 

1,245,059 koku, or 6°4 per cent. as compared with an average 

crop. The crops during the last four years (1904-7) amounted 

to 19,642,248 koku, 18,735,859 koku, 20,365,485 koku, and 

22,167,486 koku respectively. 

1 koku = 4-926 bushels. 





MISCELLANEOUS, 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 25th June, 1908, 

Cotton Statistics. was 68,684, and the number imported during 
the twenty-six weeks ended the 25th June was 

2,069,224 (including 6,505 bales British West Indian and 4,607 

bales British West African). As regards exports, the figures are, 

for the week ended the 25th June, 1908, 7,547 bales, and for 

the twenty-six weeks, 254,155 bales, 

For further details see p. 38. 
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RUSSIA. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
a Ambassador at St. Petersburg to the effect 
meitien 1 that the Russian Government are prepared to 
Commercia! extend to British commercial travellers of the 
Travellers Of Jowish religion, until 3lst December, 1917, the 
Joween Eangue. privileges, as regards trading certificates, con- 
ferred upon German subjects of the Jewish religion in virtue of 
the Treaty of 15th/28th July, 1904. This Treaty provides that 
German subjects of the Jewish religion may take out trading 
licences giving them the right to trade within the limits of the 
Russian Empire personally or through commercial travellers, and 
that these trading certificates may be taken out at a cost of 
150 instead of 500 roubles per annum. 


ITALY: 
H.M. Consul at Milan (Mr. J. H. Towsey) has forwarded an 
extract from the “Sole” of that city, from 
which it appears that the Italian egg trade, 
which had steadily increased during the ten 
preceding years, fell off considerably in 1907 owing to the keen 
competition encountered in the principal markets to which the 
exports were directed. The quantities exported to the principal 
countries 'n the years 1905-7 are shownin the following statement :— 





Egg Trade. 
































Countries. 1905. | 1906. | 1907. 
| 
(Julutads. (Juintals. Juintals. 
Switzerland ... 69,990 68,636 61,048 
Great Britain 94,596 89,255 51,543 
Irance 32,843 38,045 48,269 
Germany 78,823 67,666 26,417 
Belgium , 43,812 $2,271 | 24,791 
Netherlands... 4.890 20,529 | 10,481 
Austria-Hungary 4,439 4,011 | 5,154 
Other Countries 2,035 2,238 | 1,076 
Total quantity... waa Ee 331,428 322,651 | 228,779 
value ae eed ... Lire 56.342,760 56,463.925 | 49.001,325 
1 quintal = 220°4 lb. av. 25 lire = £1. 
CHINA. 


H.M. Consul-General at Canton (Mr. R. W. Mansfield, C.M.G.) 
reports that the silk crop for 1907 was a record 
one, and is estimated at 50,000 bales, against 
4(),000 bales in each of the two preceding years. 
To speak of the above amounts as the crop is, 
he remarks, perhaps misleading, as they represent in reality only 
that part of the crop suitable for export; the amount used for 
native consumption and manufacture cannot be accurately gauged, 
though it is generally understood to be about as much again. 

As regards tea, the export to London of scented capers during 
1907 was only 482,328 lb., the lowest on record. In 1900 it was 
3,071,336 lb., and in 1906, 827,383 lb. Mr. Mansfield adds that 
there is now nothing in the business, and that the last shipments 
barely covered the cost. The Australian and South American 
demands are now almost satisfied by Chinese shippers and 
importers who control the bulk of the trade. 


Exports of Raw 
Silk and Tea 
from Canton. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 26 weeks ended 
25th June, 1908 :— 
































Week ended | a | Week ended eee 
~~ | 25th June, || ge 25th June, 
‘ 1908. | : | 1908. 
li 
| IMPORTS. | EXPORTS. 
| ( Bales.) ( Bales.) 
, 
| | 
No. | No. | No. No. 
American mi oe oid 47,478 1,660,546 | 4,805 171,114 
Brazilian eee ees ese — 18,652 | _— 2,253 
East Indian ... ade Si 2.666 69,288 | 260 22,704 
n> co cote anh ce 272,970 | 2,482 54,954 
Miscellaneous bes saa 2,201 47,768* | — 3,130 
ee oti “| 63,684 2,069,224 7,547 254,155 














* Including 6,505 bales British West Indian and 4,607 bales British West 


African. 
NoreE.—Cotton “in transit” or “ for transhipment under bond,” if described 


as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return, 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure.* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 27th June, 1908, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 











Wheat, Barley. Oats. 

os ae & a «@ 

Week ended 27th June, 1908 ... ~ ee 24 0 18 7 
Corresponding week in— 

1901 ... eee eee cee eee a? a 21 9 19 10 

1902 ... bars ons ese cee ot a. eS 25 5 22 «(Ob 

1903 ... ose eee eee eee oof Bf 9 a 18 6 

1904 ... eee eee eee ose oc} 36 4 18 8 7: oe 

1905 ... eee ose coe o0e oo} Sl 8 23 2 19 7 

1906 ... ose oce oce ose —i ~~. «CS 24 3 ae 

1907 cc ose eee ooo ove it ae 24 6 20 8 














- 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pepe for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 

imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 27th June, 1908, 

- together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 








previous year. 























Week ended | Corr - 
—_—— 27th June, | ing Week in 
1908, 1907. 
Animals, living :— | 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves eve --| Number. | 5.056 9,514 
ae and lambs eee ove ove oe] 9” 3,097 643 
Wine «. ese ove eee -_ =e - — — 
Horses... ove coe cee oe oe.| - | 360 287 
Fresh meat :— | 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) ...| Cwts | 92 550 163,581 
Mutton - al Po ino! a | 89,195 135,998 
Pork a ere mo | 3,477 6,404 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ... eee eee bee eee o-| Cwts. | 105,690 109 698 
Beef eee due eve sve onin — ‘“ | 2'609 3,473 
Hams... ese see ave aie sii - —— 24,080 
Pork oe ce cee ene - | 5,504 6,780 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh 066 ose éoe “ | 15,412 16,445 
* m salted . si = | 1,779 921 
» preserved otherwise than by salting - | 4,228 5,652 
(including tinned and canned) | 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— | 
Butter... ase ee ‘ne abe vee) Cwts. | 85,146 86,894 
apg ose ose coe ace ++) 9 | ripen 15,369 
heese ... - eco eee] os 63,594 65,858 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums we val * | jf — 
9  CREBM = ace cee oe eee ees ua | 225 115 
» condensed ove - a ee. - | 10,740 14,808 
» preserved, other kinds .. eee eee . | 30 ~ 30 
Eggs i! ee ee an ae ee ee oie 336,482 
Se ccs wee wteicwe ieee] Wal £ at 2,202 
m OR TREE cae - | x 6 
Rabbits, dead (fresh and frozen) cal! ane i — 93 
Lard a eee . | 40,017 35,876 
Corn, grain, ‘meal, ‘and flour :— | | 
Wheat ... bee eve cee --| Cwts, | 1,365,900 | 2,260,700 
Wheat neal and ‘flour ode cos coal e 164,800 271,8( O 
Barley... one one ben ade soe! - 269,200 | 34,40) 
ST teat gee Gk” ae aa ae 7 217,000 | 293,100 
a inte ee oad cee ei eoe| je —— | 15,070 
eans oe oes coe ene! ae 18,920 | 4,100 
‘ Maize or Indian corn cee ose ove coe! - | 820,900 | $64,200: 
ruit, raw :— | | — 
Apples ene eee a oe | Cwts. | 450 1,089 
—- and peaches cee eco ove ce! - | 14 =: 71 
Bananas . ee oe ee 149,462 164,914 
Cherries ... ove eee ose eee | Cwts. | 34,499 25,068 
Currants ... eee ove oe oe soo] is | 4.704 4,577 
Gooseberries..... eed ode _ = ra 8,661 8,151 
Grapes... par sun oe .— wil “ | 102 155 
SS errant rr, eee ded 49,926 15,589 
a a pan ona) eal ae nol - | 30,256 48,955 
ears eve ove eee eee eee coe} | 8 — 
Plums eee eee eee eee eee ail a —_ — 
Strawberries... re one eee teal - | 1,940 6,437 
Unenumerated ... ae nee toi me 1 | 3,157 2,527 
nd eee cee ose ese she ved ef RM | = 1,497 
traw ove ove ove eee a ee | 3 447 
Moss litter Bo Figg SG ei 1,598 1,249 
) eve —_ ons pee ee Cwts. 2,960 1,102 
leant beans sos oon oes ccc uel * | 13,673 a 
Veg: ta les, raw :— | | 
Onioas oop oe eve eee ---| Bushels. | 77,634 67.623 
ese cee cee cee eee | Cwta. | 436,549 713,015 
Tomatoes eco eve ose esa aoc! 32,926 28,738 
Unenumerated ... oes cee eve o Value £ | 10,118 6,147 
Vegetables, dried... cw. «. «| Owte, | 2'445 2474 
Preserved by canning ... a ia snl - | 2.474 7.310 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of May, 1908, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 4d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that two volumes of 
the “Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom 
with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the year 
1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first 
volume and 3s. 4d. for the second volume. This publication, 
which contains much more detailed and exhaustive information 
than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the first 
volume abstract tables for the years 1903-1907, and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), and in the second volume details as to Customs 
revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom. 
BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the June 
issue:—State of the Labour Market in May; Shipbuilding 
Dispute, North-east Coast; Railway Conciliation Boards; Mines 
and Quarries in 1907 ; Co-operative Credit Societies ; Diseases of 
Occupations in 1907. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” :— 


No. 4,013. Trade of Dairen (Dalny) for the year 1907. 


Trade statistics ; notes on Shipping returns; establish- 
principal articles. ment of Chinese Customs. 

A map of the leased territory of the Liaotung Peninsula is 
appended. 

No. 4,015. Trade of Hankow for the year 1907. 

Commercial and industrial Shipping: ocean, river and 
conditions and outlook. coasting trade. 

Trade returns; movement Particulars of principal im- 
of treasure ; currency measures. ports and exports. 


Building activity. 
A map of the Chinese Empire, with a plan of Hankow is 
appended. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price ld 
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Government Publications. 





No. 4,027. Trade of the Consular District of Rostov-on-Don for 
the year 1907. 


Econoniic and financial con- Crop reports. 
ditions. Shipping disputes. 

Export trade in grain, wool, Notes on principal imports. 
tallow and skins. Health and population. 


Reports from Taganrog, Mariupol and Kertch, and a map of the 
Consular District, are appended. 


No. 4,028. Trade of Cochin-China for the year 1907. 


Analyses of shipping and Imports of piece-goods. 
trade returns. Exchange rates. 
Exports of rice and other 
produce. 
No. 4,029. Trade of Marseilles for the year 1907. 
Shipping returns ; projected oil seeds and nuts, olive oil, 
port improvements. cotton-seed oil, oil-cake, &c. 
Marseilles-Rhone canal. Production of glycerine. 
Estaque-Martigues railway. Rise of retail prices of com- 
Imports of coal, wool, cereals, modities. 
No. 4,030. Trade of Rotterdam and Flushing for the year 1907. 
Shipping activity ; harbour Finances of the Netherlands 
works ; new waterway. in 1907. 
Imports of coal. International trade and 


shipping féte. 
An agricultural report for the Province of Zeeland for the year 
1907 is appended. 


No. 4,031. Trade of Kiukiang for the year 1907. 
Large increases in trade; Analysis of shipping returns. 
notes on principal articles. Progress of railway. 
A map of the Province of Kiang-si (the Consular District) is 
appended. 


No. 4,032. Trade and Agriculture of the Pireus and District for 
the year 1907. 


Economic conditions. Street improvements; electric 
Notes on principal) imports ; tramways. 

advice to British merchants. Harbour improvements. 
Analysis of shipping returns. Manufacturing industries. 
Imports of coal and grain. Vital statistics ; emigration. 
Quarrying and = mining Agricultural industries : 

industries. wine, currants, tobacco, 
Projected waterworks. timber, Xc. 


A report by the British Vice-Consul at Laurium and a map of 
the Consular district are appended. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 4,033. Trade of Bosnia and Herzegovina for the year 1907. 


Budget estimates for 1908. British trade. 
Crop returns. Notes on principal items 
Public works (railways, of import and export. 

road, waterworks, &c.). Cattle trade. 


A map of Bosnia and the Herzegovina is appended. 


No, 4,034. Trade and Agriculture of Thessaly for the year 1907. 


British and foreign trade Population. 
and shipping. Roads and railways; break- 
Coal imports. water at Volo. 


Agricultural statistics. 
A map of Thessaly is appended. 


No. 4,035. Trade of New York for the year 1907. 


Financial crisis. Imports and exports; Cus- 
Agricultural and manufac- toms drawback system. 

turing industries. Shipping and _ navigation ; 
Railways. freights ; shipping pools. 
Immigration and labour. Vital statistics. 


Passenger traffic; projected 
increased facilities. 


No. 4,036. Trade of Ningpo for the year 1907. 


Analyses of trade and Notes on principal imports 
shipping. and exports. 


A map of the district is appended. 


No. 4,037. Finances of Italy for the year 1907. 


This report gives particulars of the accounts for 1906-7; the 
account of residues; effective revenue and expenditure ; estimates 
for 1907-8; first estimates and revised estimates for 1905-6, 
1906-7, and 1907-8; final accounts, 1905-6 and 1906-7; 
estimates for 1907-8 and 1906-7 compared; estimates for 
1908-9; public debt; banks of issue; State currency; treasury 
account ; Italian rentes in 1907; Italo-Russian commercial treaty. 


No. 4,038. Trade of the Consular District of Boston for the year 


1907. 
Analysis of trade statistics ; Shipping; docks and harbour 
notes on principal articles. works. 
Agricultural and fishing Railway construction. 
industries. Labcur legislation. 


A report by the British Vice-Consul at Portland (Maine) is 
appenced. 
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No. 4,039. 





Trade of the Consular District of Galveston for the 


year 1907. 


Growth of Galveston as a 
port. 

Analysis of trade: notes on 
principal articles. 


Shipping and immigration ; 

port facilities ; freight rates. 
Cotton industry and trade. 
Petroleum production. 
Railways. 


Reports from Sabine Pass and Port Arthur and from Oklahoma 


are appended. 


No. 4,040. Trade of Monastir for the year 1907. 


Statistics of population and 
agricultural products. 

Railway communication. 

Factories. 


Commercial and agricultural 
conditions and prospects. 

Notes on imports and ex- 
ports. 


A map of Monastir Vilayet and surrounding provinces is 


appended. 


No. 4,041. 


Analysis of trade returns ; 
notes on principal articles. 


Export trade in camphor and 


tea. 


Trade of North Formosa for the year 1907. 


Railways and harbour works. 

Mining activity. 

Population and health ; rates 
of wages. 


A map of the Consular District is appended. 


No. 4,042. 


Trade conditions and pros- 


pects. 
Railway communications. 
Trade and shipping returns. 


Trade of Nanking for the year 1907. 


Opium trade. 
Industrial projects. 
Commercial museum. 


A map of the district is appended. 


No. 4,043. 


Trade of the Consular District of Philadelphia 


for the year 1907. 


British shipping; new steam- 
ship lines; shipbuilding on the 


Great Lakes. 


Coal, iron, glass and timber 
trades. 

Deepening of the Delaware 
River. 


No. 4,044. Trade of Hayti and Santo Domingo for the year 1907. 


Haytian imports and exports ; 
population and industries ; re- 
venue and expenditure ; public 


debt. 
Dominican trade and ship- 


ping ; notes on principal im- 
ports and exports; harbour 
improvements, wireless _ tele- 
graphy and railway construc- 
Lion, 


Reports from Aux Cayes, Jérémie and Puerto Plata are included. 
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ee ee 


No. 4,045. Trade of the Consular District of Seville 
for the year 1907. 


Mining and agricultural tion, electric lighting and water- 
industries. works. 
Projected railway construc- Openings for British trade. 


Revival of sherry trade. 
A map of the Provinces of Seville, Huelva, Cadiz and Cordova 
is appended. 


No. 4,046. Trade of Pondicherry and Kerikal for the ye.r 1907. 


Statistics of imports and and nature of produce, and 
exports, area under cultivation shipping. 
No. 4,047. Trade of the Canary Islands for the year 1907. 
General trade conditions and Notes on principal imports 
prospects. and exports. 
Free port rents. Agricultural industries. 


Health and population. 
A map of the islands is appended. 


No. 4,048. Trade of the Provincs of Lecce for the year 1907. 


Wine and olive oil trade. New Australian mail service 
Harbour improvements at with Brindisi as_ terminal 
Brindisi. European port. 


Railway construction. 


Reports on Brindisi, Taranto, Gallipoli, Otranto, and T'ricase, 
and a map of the Consular District are included. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORT. 


The following report has been issued by the Colonial Office 
since the last number of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” viz. :— 


561. Ceylon, 1907. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possesswons, 1907. Volume II. 


(Cd. 4,150.] Price 3s. 4d. 


This is the second volume of the Annual Statement of Trade 
for 1907; the first volume was referred to on pp. 62C-1 of the 
‘ Board of Trade Journal” of the 18th June. ‘This volume contains 
abstract and detailed tables af imports from, and exports to, each 
country, abstract and detailed tables of imports and exports at 
each port, the amount of customs revenue received at each port or 
place, the details of the transhipments under bond of certain 
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articles, the account of the quantities of articles liable to customs 
duties remaining in bond, and the details of the transhipments of 
tree goods on through bills of lading. 


Cost of Living in German Towns. Report of an Enquiry by the 
Board of Trade into Working Class Iltents, Housing, and Retail 
Prices, together with the Rates of Wages in Certain Occupations in 
the Principal Industrial Towns of the German Empire; with an 
Introductory Memorandum and w Comparison of Conditions in 
Germany and the United Kingdom. [Cd. 4,032.] Prive 4s, 11d. 

This volume embodies the results of the second part of the 
enquiry now being conducted by the Board of Trade with regard 
to the cost of living and the well-being of the working classes in 
industrial towns in some of the principal commercial countries. 
The first volume [Cd. 3,864], relating to towns in the United 
Kingdom, was noticed on pp. 248-9 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 30th January last. The present report refers to the 
German Empire, in which thirty-three representative towns have 
been investigated, containing an aggregate population of some 
nine millions. As in the case of the United Kingdom, the enquiry 
related to rents and housing, prices of commodities and cost of 
living of the working classes, together with rates of wages and 
hours of labour prevailing in certain trades. 


Report upon the Conditions and Prospects of British Trade in 
Newfoundland, by Mr. Richard Grigg, Special Commissioner of the 
Advisory Committee to the Board of Trade on Commercial Intelligence. 
[| Cd. 4,153.| Price dd. 

Mr. Grigg, who began his investigation on the 25th of May, 
1907, states in his introductory letter that there undoubtedly 
exists among all classes in Newfoundland a strong desire to buy 
goods from British sources whenever possible, and that the 
institution of the enquiry by His Majesty’s Board of ‘l'rade was 
regarded with marked approval as indicating a desire on the part 
of the Home Government to promote closer commercial relations 
with Newfoundland. 

Mr. Grigg summarises his conclusions as follows :— 

1. The geographical position of Newfoundland is to some extent 
a handicap to the British trade with that country, and a corres- 
ponding advantage to the manufacturers and merchants of Canada 
and the United States. ‘The comparative convenience of access 
and quickness of communication are all helpful to these two 
countries. To some degree the social and economic conditions of 
the colony present many resemblances to those prevalent in the 
neighbouring countries, so that Canadian and United States manu- 
facturers can regard Newfoundland as being in many of its 
requirements an extension of their own home market. 
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2. These advantages of geographical position are so consider- 
able that it is inevitable that a proportion of the Newfoundland 
trade should fall to Canada and the United States. On the other 
hand, British products enjoy a preference in goodwill, and direct 
lines of steamers from Glasgow and Liverpool, touching at 
St. John’s on their way to Halifax and other ports, provide con- 
venient means of import, and, as is shown by certain lines of goods, 
British trade is more than able to hold its own. 

3. It appears that much more could be done by British traders 
to increase their held upon the Newfoundland market, and the 
following suggestions arise naturally from what has already been 
set out in the earlier parts of this report:—(a) Efforts should be 
made to promote and encourage facilities for quick and cheap 
transportation and communication. A large part of Newfound- 
land’s trade undoubtedly goes to Canada and the United States, 
not tecause of the superiority of their products, but because the 
goods can be obtained more rapidly and promptly from those 
countries than from the United Kingdom. (b) British manufac- 
turers should study Newfoundland conditions for themselves, and 
not depend so much.as they have done in the past upon merchants 
and agents. They should follow the example of their American 
competitors in entering as much as possible into direct communi- 
cation with Newfoundland buyers, and turn their attention more 
than they have done in the past to the problem of distribution 
under the new trade conditions which prevail to-day. If they will 
grapple with this problem with the same courage and energy with 
which they have dealt with the problem of production, there need 
be no fear as to the result. (c) It follows from this that the 
British manufacturer must either visit the market himself, or he 
must be prepared to select the best men obtainable, pay them well, 
and thereby enable them to meet and fight their commercial com- 
petitors on their own lines. .(d) The British manufacturer should 
cater to the demand and produce the goods that are required by 
Newfoundland. However good an article may be it will not 
sell in Newfoundland, or tor that matter, in any other market, 
unless it coincides with local wishes, and it may be local: 
prejudices. If the demand is for cheap articles, it is futile to 
offer even a better article at a higher price. The Newfoundland 
buyer knows his business, he knows what he wants, and if British 
manufacturers do not meet him he will turn elsewhere. (e) A 
point of importance in this connection is the question of standards, 
particularly in regard to iron and steel. Newfoundand has 
adopted American standards, engineers and architects are familiar 
with them, and if British manufacturers wish to sell in the New- 
foundland market they must adopt for goods destined for that 
market the same standards also. (f) With respect to catalogues 
and advertising, it is the general opinion in Newfoundland that 
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more might be done by British manufacturers. Catalogues should 
be fuller and more detailed; they should contain much more 
complete information as to the articles making up the catalogue. 

4. Finally, there is undoubtedly a need for what may be called 
National Trade Representation in Newfoundland. There can be no 
question as to the substantial services which have been rendered to 
the United States trade as a whole by their consuls; at present, 
the United Kingdom is without any such representation. Consular 
advice and information can never take the place of efficient trade 
representation, but, unquestionably, if the right men are available, 
it can render substantial service, and it is generally believed that 
such service has been rendered to the trade of the United States 
by its consular representatives. It may be added that it is 
desirable that all possible steps should be taken to enable the 
industrial and commercial organisations of the United Kingdom 
and Newfoundland to keep acquainted with the general economic 
and trade conditions which prevail in the two countries. United 
States publications are very freely supplied, and Newfoundlanders 
have constantly exhibited before them the spectacle of the com- 
mercial and industrial greatness of the United States, whereas from 
the United Kingdom they received practically nothing. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions, issued 
since the Ist January, 1908, may be purchased from Messrs. Wyman & 
Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C.:— 











No. Place. | Price, 
| Annual— 
553 St. Lucia, 1906-7 ... soe one eee eee eee 2d, 
554 Southern Nigeria, 1906 _ oe oe ota aces | Ra 
555 St. Vincent, 1906-7 oe ove ove ees eee 2d. 
556 Basutoland, 1906-7 ae — own ioe 2 3d. 
557 East Africa Protectorate ond eee ove vita ees 3d. 
558 Uganda Protectorate eed oes ose _ _ 2d. 
559 Swaizland, 1906-7 a -~ wed cen 2 ld. 
561 | Ceylon, 1907 __.... _ oon _ ane ace ash 3d. 
Miscellaneous— 

45 East Africa Protectorate: Geology . 6d. 
46 Northern Nigeria: Mineral Survey, 1904-5 (Second Report) 2d. 
47 Northern Nigeria : Mineral Survey, 1905-6 | 2)d, 
48 Nyasaland Protectorate : Mineral Survey, 1906-7 | 24d. 
49 East Africa Protectorate : Veterinary Department, 1906-7 34a. 
50 British Cotton Cultivation... a oe | Bhd. 
51 Southern Nigeria : Forest Administration, 1906... oon) Gs 
52 South Africa: Native Education (Part I1].—Education in 

| (ie POE eck eek Cee! ee cane eee 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
the lst January, 1908, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Fetter Lane, E.C. 









































No. | Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
| 
EUROPE— | EUROPE (continued)— 
Austria-Hungary : | Netherlands and Colonies : 
4033 | Bosnia and Herzegovina, | 3964 | Amsterdam, 1907 ... ool wae 
1907 A 43d.!| 4016 | Curacoa, 1907 on oo.| 1d. 
3963 | Hungary, Economic Con- | 3991 | Java, 1907 ... wi | 43d, 
dition in 1906 and 1907...) 1}d.'| 4030 | Rotterdam and Flushing. 
1907 ih pes oe] 20, 
Belgium : 
3968 | Antwerp, Shipping in 1907 | 23d. 
3985 | Finances,1907__... | Lyd. Norway : 
| 4018 | | Budget, 1908-9 it oe.| $d. 
| Denmark: 3997 | Norway, ane 
3967 | Finances, 1905-6 and 1906-7| 3d. | 
France and en | Portugal and Colonies: 
4019 | Bordeaux, 1907 ...| 4d. || 3977 | Azores, 1907... dee ooo 13d. 
4028 | Cochin- China, 1907. ...| ld. || 3955 | Goa, 1906... ast cock il 
3981 | Corsica, 1907 cg ..-| 2d. || 4023 | Mozambique, 1907... oooh SA. 
4007 | Dunkirk, 1907 big ---| 2d. || 4004 | Oporto, 1907 sien oo| 4d. 
4029 | Marseilles, 1907... woe| 24d. 
3972 | Nantes and St. Nazaire, 
| 1907 ; ...| 1d. Roumania: 
3971 |New Caledonia, 1907 .-.| 3d. || 4005 | Roumania, 1907... ooo] 8A. 
4046 Pondicherry and Karikal. 
| 1907 .| 4d. Russia: 
3973 | Réunion, 1907 on ...| $d. || 3996 | Batoum, 1907 5d. 
4022 | Rouen, 1907.. ...| 1d. || 3988 | Poland and Lithuania, 1907 34d. 
4010 | Society Islands, 1907 ...| 44d.|| 4027 | Rostov-on-Don, 1907 woe] 4hd. 
| 3966 | Russia, 1907... ose eos] 1d. 
Germany: Servia. 
4001 | Berlin, 1907.. ae ...| 44d.!| 3962 | Servia, 1906... o¢e we| 13d. 
3960 Finances, 1907-8 3d. . 
4008 | Leipzig and Chemnitz, 1907| 2d. Spain: 
4017 | Samoa, 1907 Ses 3d. || 4047 | Canary Islands, 1907 oe.| 23d. 
| 4012 | Malaga, 1907 wes oo] Sd. 
Greece: 4045 | Seville, 1907 oil wo] 4d. 
4002 | Corfu, 1907 ... we .--| 1}d.|| 3957 | Spain, 1906 ... eve wee) TH. 
3990 | Cyclades, 1907 ee ooe| 44d. 
3989 | Morea, tolia and Acar- Sweden : 
fi nania, 1907 _ ...| 3d. || 5950 | Finances, 1905-8 ... oe] Ld. 
4032 J irzus, 1907 _ woe| 23d. 
4034 | Thessaly, 1907 ie roo] 3G. Switzerland : 
| 3961 | Switzerland, 1906 ... —...| 2d, 
Italy : Turkey: 
4037 | Finances, )907 “on .-.| 13d./| 3975 | Adrianople,1907_ ... ooo] 20. 
4048 | Lecce, 1907... sds ..-| 5d. || 4024 | Basra, 1907. was OB. 
8987 | Rome, 1907 ... iwe «| 1}d.)| 4009 Constantinople, 1907 woe] 240. 
4025 | Sicily, 1907... ~ ..-| 5d. || 4040 | Monastir, 1907 see ooo} 4d. 
3959 | South Italy, 1907 ... .-.| 3d. || 3974 Palestine, aa ooe| 13d, 
| 
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| | 
No. Place. Price! No. | Place, Price 
| | | | 
ASIA— | AMERICA, NORTH (contd.) 
China: United States of America: 
4014 | Amoy, 1907... ps .| 8d. | 3982 | Baltimore, 1907 _... | 24d. 
3992 | Antung, 1907 i ...| ld, | 4038 | Boston, 1907 ve Bi 34d, 
4011 | Chinkiang, 1907... ...| 4d. || 3980 Finances, 1906-7 ... cook a 
4015 | Hankow, 1907 sen ...| 5$d.; 4039 | Galveston, 1907... ove % 
4031 | Kiukiang, 1907 _... ...| 24d. 3979 | Hawaii, 1906-7 d. 


4042 | Nanking, 1907 ... _ ...| 2d. || 4035 | New York,1907 ... ... ) 
4000 | Newchwang. 1907 ..., ...| 24d.)| 4043 | Philadelphia, 1907 ... oe] 24. 


4036 | Ningpo, 1907 se ...| 24d.) 3998 | San Francisco, 1907 ...| 3d. 
3984 | Wuhu, 1907... ... _—...| 3d. || 3986 | Savannah, 1907... —...| 1d. 
| 3969 | United States, 1907 we, 3d. 
Japan : AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
4013 | Dairen (Dalny). 1907 | 23d Honduras: 





4003 | Hakodate, 1907... ...| 65d.| 3995 | Honduras, 1906-7 ... cool 


4026 | Japan, 1907... eee .. | 44d. 
3983 | Kobe, 1907 ... | veel 44d. 
4041 | North Formosa, 1907 —....| 3d. | AMERICA, SOUTH— 
| Brazil: 
| | 3952 | Santos, 1905-6 _ see] EG. 
| Persia: 667 | Mining Industry in the 
3951 | Bushire, 1906-7... eee] OG. State of Minas Geraes ...| 14d. 
3953 | Kermanshah, 1906-7 -.| dd. 
4006 | Khorasan, 1906-7 ... coe] 24, Chile: 


3970) | Seistan & Kain, 1906-7 ...) 2d. || 3978 | Chile, 1907 ... san ...| Sd. 
| 3976 | Coquimko, 1907... veo] 20. 











Siam: | 
3999 | Saiburi & Puket, 1907  ...| ld. | Colombia: | 
| 3956 | Colombia, 1907 __... eee} 1d. 
AMERICA, NORTH— | Venezuela: 
| 3965 | Ciudad Bolivar, 1907 ooo] 294. 
Mexico : | | 
$958 | Budget for 1908-9... —...| 14d.|/ | WEST INDIES— 
| 


3994 | Progreso, 1907 one ...| Ld. || 83954 | Cuba, 1906 . : | 1d. 
3993 | Salina Cruz, 1907 ... | 34. || 4044 | Hayti and Santo Domingo, 
4021 | Vera Cruz, 1907... .o-| 13d.) | 1907 ane oes see} 20. 

















Treaty Series. 
The following numbers of the Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign 
Office since the Ist J anuary, 1908, 3, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman 
& Sons, Ltd., Fetter Lane, E. C.: 


——$ $$ $$ $$ —___ — — 


| 

















No. | | Price. 
Trinidad and Tobago: 
1i Accession of Trinidad and Tobago to the Industrial Property 
Convention of 1883, as modified by the Additional Act of 
1900 ii see ose , eee ses =" vee id. 
| Egypt: 
2 | Agreement additional to the Commercial Convention between 


| the United Kingdom and Egypt of 29th October, 1889... 4d. 
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‘ | 
No. | arene Price 
i _ -—- ——— — -—— _ ~-- - 
Russia : 
f 12 Protocol recording accession of Russia to the International | 
Sugar Convention of 5th March, 1902, and Additional Act 
[ of 28th August, 1907... se vais ves ob 2d. 
: Norway: 
4 Treaty between the United Kingdom, France, Germany, 
Norway and Russia respecting the Independence and 
Territorial Integrity of Norway ve he —_ see id. 
Sweden : 
6 Accession of Sweden to the International Sanitary Conven- 
tion signed at Paris, December 3rd, 1903... _ pes hd. 
Germany: 
8 | Supplementary Agreement between the United Kingdom and 
| Germany respecting Commercial Travellers’ Samples son Ad. 
France : 
3 Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
| respecting the New Hebrides ... , a i 2:4. 
7 | Convention between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting Commercial Relations between France and 
| Barbados ... ose ae om ie sun poe 08 Ad. 
10 | Agreement between the United Kingdom and France 
| respecting Death Duties coe at ee vos we 3d. 
s 
| Spain: 
9 | Accession of Spain to the Declaration respecting Maritime 
| Law signed at Paris, April 16th, 1856 vi - 4d. 
16 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Spain ‘amend- 
| ing Article & of the Agreement of November 25th, 1875 5, 
| respecting the Postal Service between Gibraltar and Spain id. 
| Bulgaria: 
1 | Commercial Convention, Protocol, and Declaration between 
the United Kingdom and Bulgaria ... be ies jas 3d. 
Servia: 
13 Treaty of Commerce between the United Kingdom and 
Servia _... ‘es — es ‘aa we oes eee 2d. 
Panama: 
15 Parcel Post Agreement between the United Kingdom and 
Panama ... one oes nae fe ae ane «oo | - 38 
Colombia : 
5 Accession of Colombia to the Convention signed at Geneva, 
6th July, 1906, for the amelioration of the condition of 
the Wounded and Sick in Armies in the Field _.., ove 4d. 





Paraguay : 
14 Declaration between the United Kingdom and Paraguay 
amending the Treaty of Commerce of 16th October, 1884.. bd. 
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The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 738, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics ; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the 
otices of the Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of 
reports of H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special 
Commissioners of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest 
that may be received from India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited 
from time to time. The Governments of India, Canada and 
Queensland have established, in proximity to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for 
dealing with trade matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. ‘The ‘‘ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C. ; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 





Special Indian and Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 


India.—An India Trade Enquiry Office has been established 
at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., for the purpose of supplying 
information as to the commercial products, manufactures and 
trades of British India. An India Office official is in daily 
attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. ‘The current 
publications of the Government of India dealing with Indian trade 
statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic products, &c., are kept 
in the office, and can be consulted free: the various Indian 
Directories are also filed. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have opened an office at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., under the designation of ‘‘ Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch.” A Canadian representative 
attends daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Victoria.—The Government of Victoria (Australia) have an 
extensive and varied collection of products of the State on view 
at the Show Room of their London Offices (142, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.). Lists of the Exporters of the State, with their 
Agents in the United Kingdom, and full particulars relating to the 
trade, prospects, &c., of the State, can be obtained upon applica- 
tion to the Agent-General for Victoria, at the above address. 


New South Wales.— With a view to facilitating the acquiring of 
information regarding the State’s products, the New South Wales 
Government have a commercial branch attached to the Agent- 
General's Department at 123-125, Cannon Street, E.C. A great 
variety of specimens is on view—typical of the mineral, agricul- 
tural and other products of the country. [ull information concern- 
ing the Colony is given gratis to all applicants. 


Queensland. The Agent-General for Queensland has opened a 
branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where a 
representative attends daily to give information to enquirers 
regarding trade, mining, and all other matters relating to Queens- 
land. Specimens of products representative of the pastoral, agricul- 
tural, and mining industries of Queensland are on view. 


South Australia—The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
London, E.C., where specimens of every description of South 
Australian produce are now displayed. This Department will 
supply, free of cost, full information regarding the exports from 
South Australia of all sorts of produce. 


Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, S.W., for the purpose of a Com- 
mercial Agency, under the superintendence of the ‘T'rades Com- 
missioner, who supplies free information on trade subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, such as agricultural products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, &c., &c. 


Natal.—The Government of Natal have established a Commercial 
Agency for that Colony at 26, Victoria Street, S.W., under 
the direction of the Agent-General. The Commercial Agent will 
supply. gratis, information on trade and industrial subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, commercial statistics, tariffs, railway rates, 
shipping freights, &c. Specimens of certain descriptions of Natal 
produce are on view. 














